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Tigers Enter Jet Age i

with

"44" on final approach to Burbank

Touchdown at Lockheed Air Terminal

__________

Here Now!—A New
Airfreight Era with the Swing-Tail 
Turbo-Prop Jet CL-44
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Canadair 'Lost'
For 50 minutes on June 1, 

Flying Tiger’s CL-44 was 
"lost” at Idlewild Airport, 
Shelley Green, reporter for 
the Administrative Em­
ployees Committee, learned.

A delegation headed by 
Executive Vice President 
Fred Benninger and Gen­
eral Counsel Norman Mey­
ers was on hand to see 
Executive Vice President 
Frank Lynott bring the 
ship in from Montreal. The 
delegation was informed 
the the plane would be on 
Runway 19 Right—but no 
airplane was there.

Rechccking the tower, the 
delegation was advised that 
the airplane had arrived, 
but where? Il wasn’t until 
a small non-sked airline 
called the tower and asked 
removal of “that monster” 
from its ramp that the CL- 
44 was finally “found.”

The date, June 2, 1961.
All heads swung sharply to 

the north as a slim silver ship, 
sun gWnung oW ‘ns 
leveled out on the final approach 
to the landing strip at Lockheed 
Air Terminal.

With Capt. Arthur Seymour, 
Director of Flight Training, Ex­
ecutive Vice President-Operations 
Frank Lynott, and Capt. Oakley 
Smith, Eastern Region Chief 
Pilot, at the controls, the big 
ship, almost slowly it seemed, 
skimmed the deck at 200 feet and 
with a whisper from its engine 
made a pass across the field.

Dream Made Real

Every eye in the crowd was 
fixed on this, the newest dream 
of the l igers now come to real­
ity—the first airplane built for 
modern airfreight, designed to 
create the breakthrough into the 
airfreight age of the ’60’s. For 
two years, l iger employees had 

(Continued on Page 2)

EFnrsfl- ©$ 10 Toger CL-44’s
Ode@if egd ©tra Arrival at BUR

“There she is!’’ This simple but dramatic exclamation from 
someone in a crowd of several hundred Flying Tiger employees 
and visitors at the airline’s Burbank base compressed into three 
crisp words that moment which years of planning, sweat and 
toil had now delivered—the arrival of Flying Tiger’s first Can­
adair CL-44—the entry of the airline into the jet age with 
history’s first swing-tail, turbine-powered airfreighter.

'44’ 9s Biggesfr,
3ft n

AoirfireigjffDS’ers
A 103-ton airplane, the Can­

adair CL-44, is the largest com­
mercial airfreighter ever built. 
It is also hte first turbine-powered 
freighter.

The huge airplane can fly more 
than a box-car load of freight, 
65,000 pounds, non-stop from 
Los Angeles to New York at a 
cruising speed of 400 miles an 
hour. Contrasted to existing air­
freighters, such as the Super II 
Constellation, the "44” is about 
40 per cent larger and will carry 
one-third more freight. Its non­
stop lull load range is 3,100 
miles, or 700 miles more htan 
that of a Super 11.

It has been heralded as 
aircraft which will create 

(Continued on Page 7)

CL-44 Complex 
Customs Problem

When Flying Tiger’s CL-44 
arrived at Idlewild Airport. New 
York, it was not only the first 
airplane of its kind ever to enter 
the United States but Customs 
officials called it one of the most 
complex entries they had ever 
handled.

This resulted from the fact 
(Continued on Page 3)

n

CL-44 UNDERWENT 
LENGTHY TESTING

Montreal—Function and relia­
bility test flying of the Canadair 
Forty-Four swing-tail freighter 
was completed on June 4. This 
marks the conclusion of the CL- 
44 flight-test program for full 
commercial certification.

In the course of 18 days con­
tinuous testing the Forty-Four 
performed more than 50 Hights, 
all virtually t.GUu,'‘ 
many as six per 
eluded two non-stop 
tinental trips and a i 
other long stage-lengths.

Normal airline-type servicing 
procedures were followed on all 
flights and every aircraft system 
was evaluated under operational 
conditions. The swing-tail, and 
all doors and hatches were oper­
ated; all equipment 1 11

and manual over-ride 
tested; at least one 

shut down and its 
kr feathered on each 

...o and fuel was dumped on 

five occasions.
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Swing tail is open

( ■

President Bob Prescott greets Frank Lynott, Executive Vice President

First of 10 Tiger CL 44’s 
Cheered on Arrival at BUR

Historic Date: 6/1 /61
But to get back to the last

moment at Montreal, when 
Lynott shook hands with Kearns, 
then walked out to the first "44” 
and fired up. This was Thursday, 
June 1, and the time was shortly 
after 3 p.m. /\n uneventful P.igb.t 
of slightly more than an hour 
brought the crew of Lynott, Sey­
mour, Oakley Smith, Ristaino

arrival 
which 
—exclaimed:

"Good God! What other prob­
lems can this thing develop!"

And Lynott, pressed for an 
answer to a plan of getting the 
airplane into Burbank at 10:30 
a.m., for publicity reasons—it

actually arrived about 3 p.m.— 
said that was impossible. Then 
when asked the reason why, 
exploded:

"I’ve got
■why!”

'Orderly Confusion'
To those fortunate enough to 

see some of the last minute work 
of getting not only a new air­
plane, but a foreign-made air­
plane and a revolutionary one at 
that, ready for final delivery, 
with clearance through customs, 
U. S. fly-over rights from the 
FAA, to say nothing of the myr­
iad details that needed to be 
meshed together among the 
plane builder, engine manufac­
turer, banks, insurance compa­
nies and finally within the air­
line itself, it all added up to a 
picture of maddening but orderly 
confusion designed to try a 
man’s patience to the last drop.

Prescott and Lynott summed 
it up in cryptic, knife-sharp re­
marks close to the end of it all. 
As five o’clock rolled around 
toward the end of the week and 
a day that had brought literally 
a new problem with every min­
ute, Prescott, confronted with a 
report that the plane tail proba-

and Fry, together with some 
Canadair crew personnel, into 
New York’s Idlewild airport 
shortly before 5 p.m., and more 
problems. Benninger and Meyers 
met them and plunged again 
into the problem-solving.

There were some broken 
(Continued on Page 3)

(Continued from Page 1) 
been reading about it—now the 
"44” was here.

"What a beauty!” "Hot dog! 
Look at that name!” "Isn’t she 
pretty!”

Exclamations of delight and 
approval chorused spontaneously 
from every part of the watching 
crowd while others simply stood 
quietly and admired the huge 
silver bird in her new Tiger paint 
dress as she seemed almost to 
float across the airport.

Then, with a long circle west­
ward and back, the airplane 
glided in over the end of the 
runway, touched down and 
stopped as quickly, it seemed, as 
a Connie. In a moment, it was 
on the "hill,” that section of the 
ramp at Burbank adjoining the 
freight station. The Rolls-Royce 
engines stopped and there she 
was—fresh from the factory in 
Montreal atfer a customs stop- 
over at New York.

The long flight westward had 
begun on Thursday, June 1, 
when Executive Vice President 
Lynott had accepted delivery of 
the aircraft from Frederick R. 
K.carus, LxccutwcVice Vresxdent- 
S.iles, Finance, of Canadair, 
builder of the plane, at the Can­
adair Field at Montreal.

a million reasons

Busy Execs
The days before this moment 

had been hectic.
While Lynott headed up the 

final acceptance team at Mon­
treal, including Capt. Seymour; 
Frank Robinson, Flying Tiger 
Canadair representative; Chief 
Flight Engineer John Ristaino; bly could not be opened" upon 
and Don Fry’, Superintendent of arrival at Burbank—a report 
Production and Material Con- which proved to be unfounded 
trol; other Flying Tiger execu- —-i---—j-
tives had been equally busy at 
two other hot spots—New York 
and Burbank.

In New York, Executive Vice 
President-Treasurer Fred Ben­
ninger and General Counsel

Norman Meyers had been work­
ing daily from early morning to 
late at night lining up the ex­
ceedingly complex details of fi­
nance—the money to effect deliv­
ery of the aircraft—the insurance 
and like problems.

At Burbank, President Bob 
Prescott had spent most of the 
week almost constantly on the 
long distance telephone, co­
ordinating the work between 
the Montreal and New York 
teams and completing final ar­
rangements for the arrival of the 
aircraft at Burbank.

ifWGEREVIEW
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First FTL '44’ Cheered at BUR

. < .> >4iai Rudi Prescott, intro- 
“our first employee,"Chase behind Prescott, Miller Smith of Canadair behind 

Mr. Mosher and Mrs. Mosher. Hundreds of Tigers and 
their families witnessed the ceremonies.

Board Chairman Samuel B. Mosher talking to em­
ployees. Also on the platform is President Bob Prescott 
in foreground. Director John Tyler to left. Director Allen

Welcoming crowd of employees, families and friends

marked Smith.
And almost on the dot at 3 

p.m., the shout—"T/iere she is!” 
—went up and the "44” was 
home.

Board Chairman Samuel B. 
Mosher and President Bob Pres­
cott, who together had founded 
the air line to the month—16 
years before, June 25, 1945- 
headed up a welcoming delega­
tion.

Employ*

(Continued from Page 2) 
bles. Then the airport parked 
the airplane at the wrong place. 
Customs took its time and it was 
along about this time that Lyn- 
ott served notice in no uncertain 
terms that he had no plan to get 
to Burbank by 10:30 a.m., the 
next morning.

“This crew has been up day 
and night for two days and we’re 
going to be at it all day tomor­
row, so tonight we’ll grab a 
couple of hours of sleep,” he said 
wearily.

Non-Stop to BUR

But Friday brought a bright, 
clear day and at 10 a.m., New 
York time, the "44” was off for 
Burbank on its first big flight­
non-stop across the United States, 
estimating Burbank at 3 p.m., 
California time.

Due to fly over restrictions, the 
airplane was operated without 
pressurization, the fact which 
gave rise to the rumor that the 
tail could not be opened at Bur­
bank because of extra locking 
precautions. Thus the flight had 
to be made at low altitudes, 
16,000 feet being the highest 
point reached, with cruising 
speed at 340 knots. Again, the 
airplane, which seemed to act as 
though there had never been a 
problem at all. performed beau­
tifully. "She flew real nice,” re-

Employees, friends and fami­
lies arrived at the field at 2:30 
p.m., to begin the watch.

In a brief before-plane-arrival 
ceremony, Prescott had intro­
duced Chairman Mosher and two 
other directors, Allen Chase, also 
one of the co-founders of the 
line, and John Tyler, together 
with Kirk Yost, Director of Sales 
of Lockheed, and Miller Smith, 
Canadair representative of Los 
Angeles.

Mosher Speaks
Mr. Mosher recounted how 

‘‘this day culminates 16 years of 
planning and work” and empha­
sized the ‘‘remarkable progress 
and growth of this company 
under Bob Prescott with the 
loyal help of a lot of hard-work­
ing employees.”

Helen 
duccd as 
remarked:

“Ordinarily, I’m not without 
some words but today all I can 
say to all of you is 'Thanks so 
much’ for making this day possi­
ble!”

Then the airplane was rolling- 
up to the "hill.” slowly, grace­
fully. In a moment the whine of 
the powerful Rolls-Royce engines 
died and there she was.

I'he front door slid open and 
a hand waved to the crowd, 
which responded with a boister­
ous cheer. And in another mo­
ment. before the crew even could 
leave the cockpit, the tail be­
gan swinging open. The crowd 
charged to the rear of the air­
plane. for here was a sight never 

(Continued on Page 4)

CL-44 Complex 
Customs Problem

(Continued from Page 1) 
that the airplane frame was made 
in Canada, the engines in Eng­
land and on the airplane were 
many accessories manufactured 
in the United Stales, shipped to 
Canada, and now brought back 
into the United States affixed to 
the aircraft.

All these items had 
checked and cleared.

The vast amount of paperwork 
had been organized in advance 
and as a result, the airplane 
cleared Customs in 2 hours and 
15 minutes, or 45 minutes less 
than had been anticipated.

to be

4 -- . —
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Bob Prescott and Paul Kelly, who flew Flying Tiger's famous first
little reminiscing.

>

Chairman Mosher left) and President Prescott look over a "44" model 
while waiting for arrival of the real thing.

President Prescott with flight crew, left to right, Frank 
Lynott, Prescott, Capt. Arthur Seymour, Bud Scouten, 
Canadair Chief Production Pilot, Chief Flight Engineer

Griffin, Prescott, Mary Grinager of Flight Control, Pete 
Grant of the Times with flashlight bulb in his ear, and 
Happy Phil Glickman of the Examiner. The papers all 
carried accounts of the new CL-44.

V.

i

First of 10 Tiger CL 44’s 
Cheered on Arrival at BUR

grape flight in 1945 do a

F7• ••
• \ ’■"I 

&■.:< I

slowly began maneuvering the 
ship into the barn. Still aboard 
were some visitors, including a 
four-year-old boy who got his 
first ride in the “44” ahead of a 
lot of Tigers who will some day 
ride her.

By now the field was almost 
deserted. It was past six o’clock. 
Slowly, the towmotor pushed the 
“44” into the hangar.

A little group of four or five 
men stood leaning against a sup­
ply cabinet, watching this last 
move of the “44”—a couple of 
mechanics and President Bob 
Prescott, smiling to himself and 
probably thinking how long ago 
it was in Long Beach, beside a 
two-car garage, that he had 
watched another airplane get 
ready.

It was a long way from the 
Budd Conestoga to the Canadair 
“44,” from a one-plane airline to 
the world’s largest all-cargo sys­
tem, now on the deck with the 
world’s first prop-jet, swing-tail 
freighter, a $5.5 million giant, 
with nine more to come to lead 
the way into the long-heralded 
airfreight breakthrough.

It was a long way from China, 
too, and it recalled the remark 
of a writer who recently flew the 
airline and turned out a series 
of stories:

“A fabulous company and 
fabulous group of people!”

When Lew Griffin of FTL Shipping stopped Bob Pres­
cott for a picture, newspaper photographers volunteered 
to take a picture of all concerned and then got in the 
act, themselves. Left to right are Kay Davis of Records,

John Ristaino and Superintendent Don Fry. Capt. Oakley 
Smith, also aboard, was lost in the crowd when this 
picture was made.

(Continued from Page 3) 
before seen at this airport—an 
airplane swinging her tail.

“Isn’t that something!” a man 
exclaimed. “Look al that!” came 
from a woman. John Ristaino, 
operating the tail control from a 
platform, responded with a big­
smile. And then the photog­
raphers shouted their usual— 
“One more, please!” and that 
turned into several more before 
Ristaino finally could satisfy 
them.

For an hour, employees walked 
through the huge 100-foot-long 
cargo hold.

Show Nearly Over

The day was now late and the 
show was over—but not quite. 
There remained the task of back­
ing the huge ship into the barn, 
where maintenance crews would 
immediately start work on a 
round-the-clock program to get 
the ship readied for its first com­
mercial flight, scheduled for July 
1 on a trans-Pacific MATS con­
tract. Domestic freight service 
will follow this fall.

An entire convertible interior 
will be installed by Tiger crews, 
a normal 45-day job which Jim 
McLachlan, Director of Mainte­
nance, is trying to compress into 
less than 30 days.

A mammoth towmotor backed 
up to the “44” nosewheel and

*
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of the aircraft.

SUPPORT YOUR

CREDIT UNION

M?

President Bob Prescott beside one of the Rolls-Royce engines and directly 
back of him, the "44" swing tail open and at right angle to the fuselage, 

an airplane view never before seen at Burbank.

Engines—Engines are of a new 
twin-spool turbo-prop design by

Background Facts and Figures 
Reveal Canadair ’44’ Drama

ducting the "students" are, left to right, Tom Haywood, 
Supervisor of Technical Training; Earl Berbrick, at board; 

and Spencer Sidney, Flight Operations Instructor.

decade. The reason for this 
breakthrough is the lower oper­
ating costs permitted by this air­
plane, some of which arc out­
lined below.

Airports—The “44” can oper­
ate in and out of 85 per cent of 
the world’s major airports, since 
it does not require the long take­
off areas of the large pure-jet 
type of transports.

Class of '61 — "44" Engine Class goes to school in 
Burbank, studying the new Rolls Royce Tyne engines 
powering Flying Tiger's turbo-prop airfreighter. Con-

Fuel—The engines burn kero­
sen,e which costs one-third less 
than gasoline required for pis­
ton engines, thus greatly reduc­
ing operating costs, since fuel is 
one of the major cost items in 
flying an aircraft.Airfreight Breakthrough—This 

aircraft is designed to accom­
plish the long-heralded airfreight 
breakthrough in rates. New tar­
iffs now being prepared will pro­
pose many commodity rates ap­
proximately equal to, and in 
some cases, less than surface costs. 
These new rates are expected to 
generate billions of new ton- 
miles of airfreight over the next

Mr. Mosher approves a cake baked especially for the occasion by Chefs 
Orchid Airline Caterers at Idlewild Airport, New York, and sent to Burbank 
aboard the "44." Gregory Paulos, President of Chefs Orchid, also catered 
the flight free of charge, complete with 20 dinners, hors d'oeuvre and soft 
beverages, as his contribution to the history-making event.

10 Years

Pete Albert, BUR; Eero 
Aro, EWR; James L. Bray, 
BUR; Ronnie Chattin, 
BUR; William A. Cooper, 
EWR; W i 11 i a m Crosby, 
BUR; Ed Platt, BUR; Al 
White, BUR; Don Lembke, 
BDL: Fred Lytle, BUR; 
Louise Luth. BUR; Robert 
J. Bennett, SFO; and Albert 
L. Cuadros, Paul Icardi, Jr., 
Rudolph Ochoa and Jack 
Elliott, all of BUR.

Operational Plan—Flying Tiger 
will place the first four ships 
in military contract operations 
across the Pacific and Atlantic, 
starting July L The remaining 
six ships, scheduled for delivery 
by September, go into domestic 
transcontinental cargo service in 
November between Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Portland and Seat­
tle and midwestern and eastern 
terminals of Chicago, Detroit, 
Cleveland, Binghamton, N e w 
York, Hartford and Boston.

History—The Canadair CL-44 
is the world’s first swing-tail air­
freighter and the largest com­
mercial airfreighter ever built. 
It is being built at Montreal, 
Canada, by Canadair, subsidiary 
of the General Dynamics Corp. 
Construction started in 1959 after 
The Flying Tiger Line made an 
initial purchase of 10 of the air­
craft at a cost of S55,000,000. 
Flying Tiger, the nation’s first 
all-cargo airline, was established 
in 1945 by its president, Robert 
W. Prescott, and today is the na­
tion’s only transcontinental all­
cargo airline, operating between 
major west coast terminals, the 
midwest and the eastern sea­
board.

5 Years

Bob Brunner, BUR; Art 
Desplaincs, BUR; Jeanine 
Frederick, SFO; Robert 
Gordon, EWR; Tom Har­
per, BUR; Norm Johnson, 
BUR; Shirley Rum ley, 
BUR; Carson Moyer, BUR; 
Dorothy Uhlemann, BUR; 
George Wclever, CLE.

Also, Richard R. Miller, 
PDX; Charles Pritchett, 
KIDL; Max Hollingsworth, 
BUR: James Correa, EWR; 
Emily Pearson, BUR; Es­
ther Watson, BUR; Nancy 
Campbell. BUR; William 
Berliner, BUR; Anthony 
Briski and George Dcsh- 
aies, SFO; Benjamin Gur­
ley, EWR; James Haggerty, 
BDL: Arthur Kealy, BUR: 
and James Tufts, BOS.

FIVE-YEAR & TEN-YEAR 
PIN AWARDS IN APRIL

Swing Tail—The “44” has a 
unique swing-tail design which 
permits the tail to swing aside 
just forward of the rudder. This 
allows fast straight-in loading or 
offloading as opposed to the con­
ventional side-door loading re­
quired on all commercial air­
freighters now flying. As a result, 
turn-around time on a “44” is 
estimated at one hour compared 
with three to five hours with 
existing aircraft.

Size—The “44” is approximate­
ly 40 per cent larger than the 
largest commercial airfreighter 
now flying and will carry approx­
imately one-third more. It cruises 
at 400 miles an hour, or 100 miles 
faster than existing freighters.

Here are its dimensions: 
Wingspan: 142 ft. 3.6 in. 
Fuselage length: 136 ft. 9.9 in. 
Total cargo volume: 7,348 cu.ft. 
Max. take-off weight: 205,000 lb. 
Cruising speed: 400 m.p.h. 
Engines: Rolls-Royce Tyne 
5,730 c.h.p.
Wing area: 2,075 sq.ft.
Fuselage diameter: 12 ft. 0 in. 
Max. payload: 65,000 lb.
Max. landing weight: 165,0001b. 
Range: Transcontinental and 
intercontinental — 3,100 miles 
with full payload.
Propellers: DeHavilland Fly- 
dromatic.

Rolls-Royce, combining high 
power production with low 
weight. Each engine weighs 
about 2,900 pounds, compared 
with 5,750 pounds for piston 
equipment on comparable exist­
ing aircraft. This means that 
weight of the engine is equal to 
about one-half pound per horse­
power, against roughly one- 
pound per horsepower for piston 
engines. The weight saving on 
four engines per airplane is al­
most six tons, which is converted 
into payload, thus greatly in­
creasing the revenue potential

►
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CL-44-D4

ARRIVAL

AT KIDL

CL-44 Performance
2

3

TIGERS
Historic Note

A bit of CL-44 history. 
Following is the flight mes­
sage from Idlewild telling 
of the flight plan for the 
first U. S. transcontinental 
flight of the CL-44: 
BUR MON 40 IDL 0602
R W PRESCOTT—LEN KIMBALL 
DEPT AT 1000/28. ESTIMATE 
7 PLUS 30. WILL CONTACT 
AIRINC WEST OF CHICAGO 
WITH REVISED ETA. WILL 
PLAN 1030 LANDING WITH 
A FLYPAST FIRST.
FRANK LYNOTT 1045 PPH

■Qig er eview

The CL-44 arrival at Idlewild for 
Customs Clearance is depicted in 
these pictures made by United Press 
International. The graphic shots 
show officials gathering about the 
plane—1, 2, 3. Photos 4 and 5 are 
interesting shots showing the un­
usual appearance of the aircraft 
with tail open.

New York—Weighing of Can­
adair Forty Four swing-tail 
freighters about to be delivered 
to Flying Tigers has shown a 
1,500-lb. saving over the original 
guaranteed weights.

Other improvements in Forty 
Four performance measured re­
cently include a 6 per cent great­
er range, 314 per cent higher 
cruising speed and 11 to 12 per 
cent reductions in runway re- 

- - quircmcnts which are now 6,800 
' I ft. for maximum take-off weight 

and 5,980 ft. for maximum land­
ing weight.

5
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im
Crane and shaft in position for loading aboard Super Constellation

P.S. Actually, I

With leaders guiding shaft, suspended from crane, the cargo is steered 
into Constellation hold.

RATES CUT TO EAST 
ON 18 COMMODITIES

An airfreight rate reduction of 
19 per cent on a group of 18 
comodities moving from the 
West Coast to eastern markets 
was announced by John L. Hig­
gins, Vice President-Sales, of The 
Flying Tiger Line.

The cut, effective immediately, 
is in addition to that announced 
last month on an initial group of 
16 commodities moving east­
bound from western terminals.

“JVe have experienced a good 
response to the original reduc­
tion, which was aimed- at stimu­
lating the flow of traffic off the 
J Fes/ Coast and improving the 
competitive position of western 
shippers,” Higgins said. “As a 
result of this plus the request of 
shippers' for application of the 
reduction to additional commod­
ities, we are now putting these 
new lower rates into effect:

“Appliances and parts on skids 
or cellulose film, paper and foil; 
sories; bags or wrappers, plastic 
or sellulose film, paper and foil; 
dyestuffs; electrical equipment or 
parts; photographic film; furni­
ture, skidded or cartoned; guided 
missile parts: vending machines; 
medicines; machines or parts ex­
cluding aircraft or automobiles; 
meters: oil well tools; pipe; rub­
ber goods; seals; tire forming 
equipment, and Venetian blinds”

R. F. Vickery 
May 26,1961

P.S. Actually, I can not lake all the credit for the preceding 
words. A bearded Zen-friend of mine, who requests I do not men­
tion his name, helped me a little.

\\

valent of 5,730 horsepower. They 
weigh about half as much as con­
ventional piston engines and 
develop nearly twice as much 
power. They are fueled with 
kerosene which costs one-third 
less than gasoline.

The CL-44 was constructed at 
Montreal, Canada, by Canadair, 
a subsidiary of the General 
Dynamics Corp.

Flying Tiger Line, which is the 
world’s largest all-cargo carrier, 
expects to receive three addi­
tional ships by July 1, with the 
six remaining aircraft due by 
September 1. All aircraft will go 
through modification in Tiger 
shops at Burbank for the instal­
lation of cargo or convertible 
cargo-passenger interiors after 
which the first four ships will 
enter overseas military contract 
service on Pacific and Atlantic 
operations.

The remaining six aircraft will 
be readied for the start of domes­
tic transcontinental all-cargo ser­
vice by November 1.

'44' Is 'Bigges?, Firs?, Most' Airfreighter
(Continued from Page 1) 

‘‘airfreight breakthrough” in 
transportation, bringing many 
shipping rates down to surface 
levels because of its economy of 
operation and loading.

An unusual design feature is 
the swing-tail construction of the 
rear fuselage section, which elim­
inates side-door loading of the 
aircraft. The tail section is 
hinged to the right side of the 
main fuselage and a hydraulic 
system opens and closes it with 
a door-like action, permitting 
straight-in loading of freight.

Utilized for the first time, this 
type of aircraft design allows the 
loading of single pieces of freight 
as long as 80 feet and weighing 
up to 50,000 pounds. Total 
length of the aircraft is 136 feet 
and it has a wing-span of 142 
feet.

Power plants of the aircraft 
are four Rolls-Royce Tyne turbo­
prop engines of a new twin-spool 
design, each delivering the cqui-

TIGERS FLY
TAILSHAFT

The largest single piece of 
commercial airfreight ever ship­
ped from the Pacific Northwest 
was flown out of Seattle by the 
Flying Tiger Line when the 
Isaacson Iron Works loaded a 
Polaris-type submarine propeller 
shaft board a Super H Constel­
lation last month.

The tailshaft weighed more 
than 13 tons and was 39 feet 
long. It was the first shaft to be 
manufactured for the Polaris 
project by Isaacson.

“The tailshaft assembly is for 
installation in a Polaris missile- 
firing submarine under construc­
tion at the General Dynamic 
Corporation’s Electric Boat Divi­
sion at Groton, Conn.,” an offi­
cial of Isaacson said.

“Shipment was made by air­
freight because of the accelerated 
construction program recently 
ordered by the Administration. 
Shipment by other methods 
would have delayed the comple­
tion of the submarine beyond 
an acceptable period.”

Vernon W. Chase, Flying Ti­
ger District Sales Manager, said 
a 12-man crew from the Seattle 
Transfer and Storage Co., placed 
the shaft aboard the airfreighter. 
It required three hours to com­
plete the loading with a huge 
crane which lifted the shaft into 
the plane’s cargo hold.

Did Success Spoil R. F. Vickery? 
Read '44’ Take-off, Then Decide

Gening a new airplane, particularly one that is as revolutionary 
as the CL-44, can be enough to drive a man to the limits of genius 
or insanity, as at least a dozen or more of Flying Tiger’s executive 
and supervisory personnel can readily testify.

So what finally came out of one man’s mind as the years and 
months of labor telescoped into that final minute—actual delivery 
of the aircraft probably' will come as no particular surprise to 
the anything-can-happen corps of “44” planners. In fact, they prob- 
abily will get an even greater chuckle out of it than those on the 
sideline who watched, listened and read about the progress of the 
44.

This is how it all came out to R. F. Vickery, of the General Traf­
fic Office at Burbank, with a little assist from history:

TO ALL LOYAL FLYING TIGERS EMPLOYEES-. Next Thurs­
day, June 1, 1961 is an historical day for our company. Arriving 
at Idlewild Airport from Montreal ... we take possession of our 
first multi-million dollar jet aircraft... the all new prop-jet CL-44. 
In keeping with this proud moment ... I have a few words to say.

VICKERY’S BURBANK ADDRESS
Twice four-score and twenty-seven months ago, our president 
brought forth in this nation, a new airline, conceived in his astute 
mind and dedicated to the proposition that airfreight can pay. 
Now we are still engaged in that great endeavor. We will be test­
ing whether this new airplane, and subsequent airplanes, will make 
us long endure. ft We are meeting this new airplane on that great 
airfield in New York. We wish to dedicate a portion of that field 
as the first landing and the start of the “great breakthrough,” for 
those of us who have given our all that this airline might live. It is 
altogether fitting and proper that we should do this, ft But, in a 
larger sense, we can not dedicate, we can not confiscate, we can not 
borrow that ground. The businessmen, living and dead, who bought 
there have tied it up far above our smaller purchasing power to 
buy or lease, ft The business world will little note, nor long 
remember what we say here, but it will never forget what we will 
do from here on. It is for us, the present employees, to be here 
dedicated to that ever-challenging work which our founders have 
thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated 
to the great task remaining before us, that is, to help this new 
airplane do the job. That we here highly resolve that the Budd, 
the DC-3, the C-46, the DC-4, the DC-6 and now, the Constella­
tion, will not have been used in vain; that this company, under 
our president, shall have a new boom of airfreight; and that the 
forwarders, the auto makers, the florists, yea, all the shipping pub­
lic, will know that this company—the Flying Tiger Line Inc.— 
shall not perish from the earth.

Delivery of the world's first commercial swing-tail airplane, the Canadai

44, takes place in Montreal with Frank B. lynott (right), executive vice pres.- 
dent, operations, of The Flying Tiger Line, accepting the s ip rom 

erick R. Kearns, executive vice president, sales/finance, Canadair Ltd.
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Tiger Son Follows in Dad's Footsteps
It looks like the son of Bob 

Ford, Flying Tiger’s Flight Oper­
ations Engineer, has plans to fol­
low in his dad’s footsteps.

His son, Michael, a senior 
joring in political science at the 
University of California at Davis,

Seattle Times writer finds time to dash off
Super Constellation as 
paperwork.

Miss Fish is welcomed by Walt Bowman, Newark District Sales Manager, 
as she arrives on the East Coast.

A scintillating series of four 
articles on airfreight and how 
The Flying Tiger Line flies it 
appeared recently in the Seattle 
Times under the by-line of one 
of their top freelance writers, 
Lauric Fish, herself the wife of 
a writer, and mother of three 
children.

Miss Fish, by way of making a 
little history of her own, is the 
first woman writer ever author­
ized for a tour of the Tiger sys­
tem by the Civil Aeronautics 
Board. And she is also only the 
second person ever to win this 
approval from the Board.

It all came about when she saw 
some shipping news on the air­
line in her newspaper. Air­
freight? Flying Tigers? It should 
make a story, she reasoned.

She began talking with Larry 
Kerr, then District Sales Manager 
in Seattle, and now in San Fran­
cisco, and the more she talked, 
the more certain she became that 
someone ought to write the story 
for the Times and that someone 
was herself.

So, she sold her City Editor

4-Part Story in Seattle Times 
Tells Tiger Saga as Gal Saw It

on the idea and he said “OK” if 
the Tigers did. Then began the 
long paperwork that it takes to 
get a reporter aboard ship, with 
Ivan Kerne of the Tiger’s Wash­
ington legal staff carrying the 
ball. After a couple of months, 
approval came through.

Miss Fish rode from Seattle to 
New York and back to Seattle 
via Burbank, stopping at 
airline’s general offices to : 
President Bob Prescott, and Ex­
ecutive Vice Presidents Fred 
Benninger and Frank Lynott.

Her stories, which the Times 
liked so much that the first one 
ran in a double column spread 
on the front page—which sur­
prised even the writer-told 
about freight, the crews who fly 
it, the men on the ground who 
load and unload it, all inter­
spersed with the history of the 
line back to the World War II 
Flying Tiger days in China.

ICjjlGEREVIEW

served as chairman of the air­
show exhibit conducted on Picnic 
Day at the University this spring.

Some 20,000 visitors attended 
the day-long event sponsored by 
students on the theme “Work­
shop of the World.”

FRY LECTURES 
LEADERS-TO-BE

A series of classroom lectures 
and talks to student leaders and 
future executives on the subjects 
of cost and production control 
has been made by Don Fry, Su­
perintendent of Material and 
Production Control for The Fly­
ing Tiger Line.

Fry delivered two lectures on 
production control and its by­
product icsults to advanced man­
agement classes of the Valley 
Junior College, of Van Nuys, 
Calif., and also addressed a din­
ner meeting of Junior Achieve­
ment Officials at the Biltmore 
Hotel, Los Angeles, speaking on 
cost-control and the importance 
of supervision.

Junior achievement is a busi­
ness program of education, finan­
cially supported by business and 
industry, with businessmen ac­
tively participating in the teach­
ing of teen-agers about the 
American system of free enter­
prise.

Her parting comment as she 
left Burbank paid a tribute to 
the company and its people:

“A fabulous company and 
fabulous group of people!”

Hi

a few lines of copy aboard the 
Co-Pilot Wayne Peake does a little of his own

The Seattle Times carried this picture made aboard an FTL Super Con­
stellation with the following caption: "ABOARD 16 CHARLEY: Laurie Fish, 
Seattle Times staff writer, chatted with the crew of the Flying Tiger Line's 
plane 16 Charley aboard which she was flown to New York as cargo. From 
left, clockwise, Miss Fish, Jimmy Powers, Wayne Peake and Art Strassle."

Tiger Revenues 
Up 5 per cent 
For 9 Months

Revenues of The Flying Tiger 
Line for the nine months ended 
March 31, 1961, showed a five 
per cent gain over the compara­
ble period last year and earnings 
totaled 3 cents a share before 
preferred dividends, compared 
with a loss of 44 cents a share 
last year, Robert W. Prescott, 
president, reported to stockhold­
ers. Total shares outstanding at 
the end of each period was 
1,414,490.

Prescott said earnings of the 
company would have been sub­
stantially better this year “except 
for a work stoppage in February 
1961 as a result of an illegal, na­
tional walk-out of flight engi­
neers. Fie added that “present 
indications are that the fourth 
quarter, ending June 30, 1961, 
will be profitable and we will end 
our fiscal year in the black.”

The airline’s operating reve­
nues for the current nine months 
totaled §20,536,093 and net in­
come amounted to §42.856. as 
compared with operating reve­
nues of SI9,518,580 and net loss 
of §623,688 for the nine months 
ended March 31, 1960.

Included in the company's 
earnings are gains on disposal of 
aircraft, which after Federal in­
come taxes, amounted to §71,835 
for the current nine months and 
§216,621 for the same period last 
year.

These earnings do not reflect 
provision for preferred stock div­
idends which would amount to 
§37,167 for each nine-month pe­
riod.
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Plan Chilled Food Units For CL-44s
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WHAT DO CREDIT UNION LOANS ACTUALLY COST?
Here is the 
On a Loan of

$ 100

300
500 

1,000

NEW NEWARK LOOK—The "New Look' at Flying 
Tiger's Newark freight terminal is pictured here in these 
two photographs showing, above, the new illuminated 
30-foot-long sign at the entrance to our terminal area

FLYING T/GER
AIRFREIGHT

12 mos.
$ 8.89
26.66
44.43

36 mos.
$ 3.32

9.96
16.61
33.21 

ions can 
not operated to make

Geneva Chilcote, who works with Leona Ross, is attending 
a two-day Credit Union conference in Miami, Florida, with 
all major airlines being represented.

New York—Refrigerated con­
tainers for transport of chilled 
meat, fruit and vegetables are 
being developed by Canadair for 
the Forty Four swing-tail freight­
er to further widen the capabili­
ties of the airplane. Insulating 
properties of these containers in. 
sure that close control is main­
tained within a narrow range of 
internal temperatures despite 
wide variations in external tem­
peratures.

Cartons of fresh food are load­
ed onto a pallet, secured by a 
throw-over net and enclosed by 
a rigid dome-shaped cover con­
taining a refrigeration unit. The 
complete container is then load­
ed through the open swing-tail of 
the Forty Four and winched into 
the main hold by the airplane’s 
built-in cargo-handling system.

at the airport and a newly painted FTL truck with 
company lettering and insignia; and, below, an illumin­
ated directional sign at the end of the terminal area 
pointing to truck receiving and pick-up docks.

CREDIT UNION NEWS
GO AHEAD . . . ASK. THEY'RE YOUR FRIENDS!

Some people feel uneasy with the thought of asking for a 
loan—but you don’t have to if you go to the Credit Union. 
There you re not asking for a favor; you’re one of the owners! 
You help elect the officers and have a say in its operation. 
So, if you have money problems take them to your Credit 
Union!

What s more, in most cases of death or total and permanent 
disability the loan would be paid in full by CUN A Mutual- 
a company owned and operated by Credit Unions and their 
members.

Thinking Beforehand Safety Key
The memory of the fire on the 

aircraft carrier, Constellation, 
still burns brightly. A three-year 
project, 90 percent complete; 
then a fork lift truck shears off 
the valve of a 500-gallon tank of 
jet fuel, the fuel flow's down a 
bomb elevator shaft where a 
welder’s at work . . . then rivers 
of flame, pouring every which 
way. And when it’s all over, 46 
dead, $100 million up in smoke, 
a year’s solid work by thousands 
of men, rubbed out.

In almost every catastrophe 
there’s a simple thing or two that 
could have been done to prevent 
the fateful chain reaction, or 
stop it short of its terrible cli­
max. If that tank valve had been 
protected. If the fuel had been 
stored in a different place. If one 
person had foreseen the possibil­
ity, and done something about it, 
we’d be 46 lives and SI00 mil­
lion ahead of where we arc today.

It’s far easier looking back 
than looking ahead. But if we’d 
keep trying to look ahead, think 
ahead, and always with that big 
question, "What if . . in our 
minds, who knows what we might 
save ourselves, or save others!

If we’d only think to snuff out 
the spark .. . tighten up the loose 
bolt . . . adjust the guard . . . 
read the instructions on the label 
. . . slow' up at the blind corner 
. . . put the aspirin out of the 
baby’s reach. Beforehand, it’s

answer:
Average Monthly Payments will never be more than 

24 mos. 
$ 4.71 

14.12 
23.54 
47.07

There are no extra charges of any kind. Credit Uni<

Each container has its own re­
frigeration unit and is completely 
self-contained so that the degree 
of chilling can be varied to suit 
the cargo or switched-off when 
not needed. Meat carried at one 
temperature on the outbound 
trip can be replaced for the re­
turn journey by fresh produce 
with a different cooling require­
ment.

The pallet of the refrigerated 
container is similar to the normal 
lightweight type used in the 
Forty Four, but has a thicker 
base of low-density core sand­
wich material faced with alumi­
num alloy sheet. Lipped edge 
members are of reinforced plas­
tics and have standard pick-ups 
for the airplane’s winching mech­
anism. The light webbing throw- 
over net is stitched to form a

charge such low' rates because they are 
profits—but only to serve members.

So for loans to buy furniture, appliances, automobiles, 
clothes; to pay for home repairs, taxes, a vacation; to clear up 
old debts—almost any worthwhile purpose see your Credit 
Union first! Even new employees are invited to join the 
Credit Union immediately—there’s no waiting period.

quick and easy; afterwards, it’s 
beyond all human reach, all hu­
man knowledge—beyond ever)' 
power we’ve ever known, or will 
know'.

Beforehand, it’s rubbing out a 
single spark; afterwards, it’s fire 
roaring through human lives and 
resources.

Beforehand, it’s snugging up a 
loose bolt and nipping malfunc­
tion in the bud; afterwards, it’s 
three fingers, or a hand, smashed 
out of existence.

Beforehand, it’s a slight case- 
up of the foot as you near the 
corner; afterwards, it’s a blinding 
crash with the whole world cav­
ing in on tw'o, four or six people.

Beforehand, it’s stashing the 
bottle of medicine safely away 
from young hands and young 
curiosity; afterwards, it’s scream­
ing agony, with a w'orse agony 
screaming in your mind.

Beforehand, the little things 
arc sometimes hard to see—but 
they’re seldom completely invisi­
ble; and even if they arc, they 
can still be visualized with a little 
imagination, with a little double- 
checking sparked by that impor­
tant question, "What if . . .?”

Beforehand, wc have the pow’er 
to act, to prevent, to turn a key 
and lock out cruel and terrible 
things. Afterwards, there’s no 
power within us or upon God’s 
green earth that can do any­
thing—anything at all.

cage, with attachment clips to 
connect with the pallet.

The cover is rigid, foamed 
plastics material surfaced with 
abrasion-resistant skins and re­
inforced in areas vulnerable to 
damage. Cooling ducts are form­
ed integrally with the walls of 
the cover and match similar 
ducts built into the pallet base.

Vapor-cycle cooling is used, 
with Freon gas as the refrigerant, 
and a fan in the refrigeration 
unit circulates cold air through 
the ducting. The unit is bolted 
to lugs in the roof center of the 
cover and is electrically powered 
by the aircraft AC supply system. 
The Forty Four accommodates 10 
refrigerated containers, each with 
a net volume of 334 cu.ft. and a 
load capacity of 7,600 lb.

THE AIRFREIGHT SPECIALIST
FOR PICK UP WH’3-8787
AND DELIVERY MA 4-3700



REVIEW May-June, 196110

Robert Harvey, veteran Special Representative of Baggett Transportation 
Co., Atlanta, and George Cussen, Tiger Interline VP, take time out to discuss 

the CL-44, due to be put in service by FTL this year.

hansa Airlines, Atlanta; Neil Ritter, Capital Airlines 
Regional Sales Manager, Atlanta; Finazzo; and George 
Humber, Traffic Manager, Swift Manufacturing Co., 
Columbus, Georgia. Atlanta thus becomes Tigers' first 
off-line sales office.

Paul Finazzo, second from right, FTL Regional Sales 
Manager, presides at the hot canape tray during the 
Atlanta meeting. Shown with him are left to right, 
Diether Von Boehm, Sales Representative, Lufthansa 
Airlines, Atlanta; Hans Krause, Regional Manager, Luft-

Airlines, Atlanta; Nora Mannion, Sales Representative, 
SAS, Atlanta; Faye Kirkes, Associated Press, Atlanta; 
and Betty Ellis, Sales Representative, Eastern Air Lines, 
Atlanta. Tigers foresee Atlanta as center of future air­
freight boom.

A hit of the Atlanta reception were the beautiful 
Cymbidium orchids from Tiger Board Chairman Samuel 
B. Mosher's Dos Pueblos Orchid Co., Goleta, Calif. Four 
attractive ladies shown with the orchids are left to right, 
Virginia Burns, Sales Representative, Scandinavian

Atlanta than from several of the 
major cities the airline serves di­
rectly on its transcontinental 
routes.

Albert said that Flying Tiger 
will have the capacity to handle 
the expected increases of volume 
from Atlanta and the South al­
most immediately with the intro­
duction of the line’s revolu­
tionary' new jet-prop swing-tail 
aircraft which will enter service 
this year. The line will receive 
a fleet of ten of the revolutionary 
new Canadair CL-44 airfreighters 
in the next few months.

Other executives from Flying 
Tiger who assisted in opening up 
the Atlanta territory were Rob­
ert Blanks. Manager of Market 
Development; Paul Finazzo, Re- 
gonal Sales Manager for the 
South and Midwest; and Dana 
Kelly, Director of Public Rela­
tions.

The line’s Atlanta headquar­
ters are located at 768 North 
Central Avenue, Hapeville, Geor­
gia, telephone 766-6289.

FTL Open Atlanta Sales Office
Peter T. Albert. General Sales 

Manager, pictured Atlanta, Geor­
gia, as the center of a potential 
airfreight boom in the South at 
a reception marking the opening 
in Atlanta of Tigers’ only offline 
freight sales office.

Albert and George T. Cussen, 
Vice President in Charge of In­
terline Sales, headed a group of 
FTL executives who went to At­
lanta the first week in May to 
establish the new office which 
will be headed by H. G. “Lew” 
Ayres, District Sales Manager.

Ayres, a native of Texas and 
graduate of Texas Christian Uni­
versity, joined Flying Tiger in 
1950 and goes to Atlanta from 
Burbank Sales. Phil Beitz, recent­
ly of Chicago Customer Service, 
will head a customer service oper­
ation in Atlanta.

The announcements were 
made by Albert at a special recep­
tion held at the Hilton Inn fol­
lowing special opening dedica­
tion ceremonies at the new 
Atlanta air passenger terminal. 
Attending the reception were 
some 60 transportation execu­
tives and representatives of ma­
jor southern shipping firms.

In his message at the reception 
Albert congratulated Atlanta on 
the completion of a new passen­
ger terminal which he termed 
“the finest new modern terminal 
he has seen.” He went on to say 
that the great progress of Atlan­
ta's role in aviation as shown by 
the new terminal would help set 
the stage for an expected even 
greater dramatic growth in vol­
umes of airfreight flown in and 
out of Atlanta.

“With the South demonstrat­
ing the greatest industrial growth 
in history its need for economical 
airfreight services becomes more 
apparent every day,” Albert said. 
He pointed out that for many 
years Flying Tiger has received 
more interline freight from the 
airlines who fly in and out of

Manager, Swift Manufacturing Co., Columbus, Ga.; Jack Grieger, RSM, 
Southern Region, Emery Air Freight, Atlanta; Herb Matthews, Manager, 
Air Dispatch Inc., Atlanta; Lew Ayres, FTL DSM, Atlanta; Mrs. Shirley Ables, 
Purchasing Agent, Swimquip Inc., Atlanta; and Norman Broce, District 
Manager, Air Cargo Consolidators, Inc., Atlanta.

Another scene of the Atlanta reception caught this group as they inspect 
the CL-44 model. Left to right, Paul Finazzo, FTL Midwest RSM, Detroit; Gene 
Brackett, owner, Air Transfer Inc., Atlanta; Elwood Camp, Asst. Traffic Man­
ager, Buick-Oldsmobile-Pontiac Assembly Div., Doraville, Ga.; Bill Van Kyke, 
Traffic Dept., Buick-Oldsmobile-Pontiac, Doraville; George Humber, Traffic
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FTL Report Tells 
CL-44 Plans, Brief 
Review of Cases

reception marking the 

sales office in Atlanta 
■v swingtail CL-44 

describes the new 
In the

of information sources, it proved 
the only drawback.

“We get a lot more work done 
now and also cut down a lot on 
mistakes,” Keiser said.

The Burbank Customer Ser­
vice office, with three representa­
tives—Thelma Escobcda, Paul 
McKim and Bruce Cheatham— 
handle between 5,500 and 6,000 
calls a month, or an average of 
nearly 100 a day each.

They answer calls for informa­
tion about rales, routings and 
freight disposition. They make 
phone sales calls, screen sales 
leads, and each representative,

us adopt

CAB Asks Airfreight Cost 
Study Bids, New

The Civil Aeronautics Board 
has invited research firms to sub­
mit bids on a proposed air cargo 
cost-finding study contract to aid 
the board in developing data for 
used in formulating its air cargo 
policy.

“Air cargo has a great two-way 
potential—for tremendous expan­
sion or for grave financial losses,” 
said Alan S. Boyd, CAB chair­
man, in announcing the board’s 
request for bids.

“We need a hard core of basic

Tigers, Note
The first seven pages of 

this issue of Tigereview are 
devoted exclusively to the 
new CL-44. If this section 
would be useful to you in 
contacting customers let 
Public Relations, BUR, 
know how many reprints of 
it you can use.

com- 
by the 
is now

New Customer Service office in Burbank to be used for system model. 
Representatives work in individual booths. Here, left to right in a typical 
work scene, are Thelma Escobedo, District Sales Manager Ray Keiser, and 
Representatives Bruce Cheatham and Paul McKim handling phone inquiries 
or making phone sales calls.

Fund Buys FTL Stock
Indicative of the growing in­

terest in the future of airfreight 
is the position which one of the 
nation's outstanding mutual 
funds. Fidelity Capital Fund. 
Inc., of Boston, has taken in 
stock of The Flying Tiger Line.

The quarterly report for the 
period ended last February 28, 
showed that the fund had ac­
quired at that time 41,000 shares 
of Tiger stock for its transporta­
tion portfolio. The only other 
airline holdings of the fund at 
that time were 15,500 shares of 
Delta Air Lines, and 7.500 shares 
of United Airlines.

Significantly, among these com­
panies, the fund had the largest 
stake in Flying Tiger stock, a 
$609,000 commitment.

economic facts to help 
the right policies.

“The air cargo industry, both 
domestic and international, ap­
pears to be in course of rapid 
change. Volume of potential air 
cargo seems to be sensitive to 
given rates. Rate policies, struc­
tures, and levels will therefore 
have an extremely important in­
fluence on the future course of 
the air cargo industry. . . .”

He said the study would pro­
vide cost-finding information to 
the CAB for consideration in 
making policy decisions on rate 
and other air cargo problems. It 
should lead toward providing a 
formula for use in defining cargo 
costs.

“Moreover, there is obviously 
a high elasticity of demand in air 
cargo, and accurate pricing judg­
ment is essential to tapping the 
total market potential. This is a 
matter of great complexity and 
there seems to be a lack of stand­
ards of judgment.”

Mr. Boyd, appearing before 
the independent offices subcom­
mittee of the House appropria­
tions committee described the 
proposed cargo study as an “air 
cargo origin nnd destination 
traffic survey.”

Testifying before the subcom­
mittee, he said:

“It is planned also to develop 
an air cargo origin and destina­
tion traffic survey which will pro­
vide necessary basic data for 
plannnig the regulatory program 
in respect to the development of 
air cargo over the next several 
years.

“At the present time, the data 
available is wholly inadequate 
for an effective analysis of the 
air cargo market. The collection 
of more adequate information on 
this market is particularly timely 
in relationsship to the program 
now - under development of a 
more efficient cargo aircraft.”

New Customer 
Service Plan 
Tried in BUR

A 60-day trial of a new ap­
proach to Customer Service 
operations in the Burbank Sales 
Office is developing a model 
plan which probably will be 
installed in other Customer Ser­
vice centers along Flying Tiger’s 
freight system.

Originated by Robert A. 
Blanks, Manager of Market De­
velopment, the program centers 
around a re-arrangement of Cus­
tomer Service facilities.

Gone is the original circular 
or square table plan, which at 
first glance seemed so desirable 
and, in fact, was copied by other 
lines.

Replacing it is an arrangement 
of individual booths for each 
Customer Service Representative.

“At first, our people didn’t 
like it too much,” said Ray Kei­
ser, Burbank District Sales Man­
ager. “Now they are all for it.”

The basic reason lies in the 
fact that the open, round table 
setup did nothing to eliminate 
highly distracting background 
noise, which greatly interfered 
with the efficiency of the repre­
sentative. He could not help 
overhearing the other fellow's 
problems on the next phone.

Blanks designed an individual 
booth, lined with acoustical tile, 
each booth equipped with its 
own phone and separate sets of 
rate and routing information 
guides, freight manifests and 
other necessary information. 
While this meant a duplication

on these 
the Civil Aer­

onautics Board itself. All pro­
cedural steps have been 
pleled, and a decision 
Civil Aeronautics Board 
awaited.

“Our application for an 
freight route across the Pacific 
Ocean was turned down by Pres­
ident Eisenhower on January IS, 
1961. IFe have appealed to the 
Civil Aeronautics Board to re­
submit our application to Presi­
dent Kennedy. The final decision 
on international rate cases is 
made by the President. JJ'e have 
no idea at this time as to our 
chances of having this route 
granted to our Company."

handling a
works with the salesmen in the 
field to expedite their personal 
calls.

Plans for the use of Flying 
Tiger’s new fleet of CL-44 turbo­
prop airfreighters and a brief 
review of two important com­
pany cases pending before the 
Civil Aeronautics Board were 
included in President Robert 
W. Prescott’s nine-month report 
to stockholders.

Pointing out that delivery 
schedules of the manufacturer 
called for the turning over of 
the first three CL-44 aircraft to 
the airline in June, he said:

“We hope to put these three 
aircraft into military contract 
operations on July 1, 1961. De­
livery of the entire fleet will not 
be effected before October of this 
year. We are now planning to 
inaugurate common carrier serv­
ices with the CL-HD fleet on or 
about November 1.

“The Civil Aeronautics Board 
examiner who heard our applica­
tion for renewal of our airfreight 
certificate has recommended that 
we be given a permanent certifi­
cate, with the addition of sev­
eral important points on our 
route. He recommended against 
the renewal of the certificate of 
Slick Airways, Inc. Slick has been 
our only all-cargo compet i tor on 
our route, although they have not 
operated their route for the last 
three years.

“The final decision 
matters is made by

The center of attention at a 
establishment of a Flying Tiger 
was a model of the revolutionary new 
aircraft. Here, Peter T. Albert, center, a. 
aircraft to a group of airline representatives.

photo, left to right, are H. G. "Lew" Ayres, FTL DSM 
at Atlanta; Larry Kimsey, DSM Riddle Air Lines, Atlanta; 
Albert, center; John Pogue, Manager Cargo, Delta Air 
Lines, Atlanta; and Arnold "Red" Brown, Asst. Cargo 
Sales Manager, Eastern Air Lines, New York City.
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Some of the CL-44 ground support equipment. In the 
first row (foreground) ore a jeep used for transporta­
tion around FTL facilities; a gas turbine starter truck 
(center) to start CL-44 turbo-prop engines; and a panel 
pickup truck for miscellaneous pickup-and-delivery jobs. 
First unit in the second row is an experimental covered

Then and now—Bill Magrave (left), Foreman of Facilities and Equipment, 
and Superintendent Joe Baker, sitting in new tow tractor, compare it with 
Tiger's first tractor, which now is big enough to haul only aircraft engines 

instead of airplanes.

baggage and mail cart; second unit is a mobile gaso­
line "bowser" to fuel ground equipment thus bringing 
the gas pump to the equipment; the remaining five units 
are Hobart 400-cycle power units to supply power to 
the CL-44 on the ground. In the background is the new 
CL-44 tow tractor.

Airfreight Revenue Up 9%
Revenue airfreight ton-miles 

flown by U. S. air carriers in 1960 
totaled 643,634,000, a gain of 9.2 
per cent over 'the 589,361,000 
reported for the preceding year. 
Express ton-miles totaled 59,099,- 
000, up 4.2 per cent over the 
56,732,000 flown in 1959, while 
priority mail ton-miles readied 
214,114,000, a gain of 17.9 per 
cent over the 181,676,00 reported 
a year ago. Non-priority, first 
class mail by air, totaled 26,461,- 
000 ton-miles, a gain of 42.2 per 
cent over the 18,604,000 shown 
for 1959.

$650,000 Ground Support 
Equipment On Way To FTL

Szgn of the times—Flying Tiger’s new ground support equip­
ment for its fleet of CL-44 airfreighters will cost more than its 
entire first fleet of airplanes. Capital cost for such equipment 
as tractors, gas turbine starters, ground power units, shop test 
stands, towbars and the like, is in excess of §650,000. By con­
trast, the company’s bill for the fleet of Budd Conestogas it 
acquired when the airline started in 1945 was approximately 
§400,000.

Burbank and other bases are 
now beginning to receive the 
first ground support equipment 
and brightly painted mainte­
nance units in the new Tiger 
color scheme are becoming famil­
iar to employees and visitors.

One of the most interesting 
units is the new tow tractor used 
to move the CL-44 on the 
ground. This huge tractor, weigh­
ing 32,000 pounds and costing 
about §19,000, will move air­
craft in the 200,000 to 300,000 
pound class. The CL-44 weighs 
205,000 pounds. The tractor has 
a 22,500-pound drawbar pull. By 
contrast, the first tow equipment 
the airline had, as Joe Baker, 
Superintendent of Shops and 
Facilities, recalls, was a 1,000- 
pound tractor, which could pull 
a 27,000-pound C-47. It had a 
drawbar pull of about 2,500 
pounds. The airline still has it. 
Today, it pulls engines around 
the Burbank Maintenance Basel

The CL-44 tractor is a truck 
driver’s dream for steering. All 
four wheels are steerable, so if 
you see a tractor crabbing down 
the ramp, it isn’t out of line— 
it’s built that way for utmost 
maneuverability in hauling big

aircraft. Another feature de­
signed by Tiger engineers is a 
power unit built within the rear 
deck of the tractor so it can sup­
ply power to the aircraft if neces­
sary while towing it. And still 
another feature is a snowplow 
blade which can be attached to 
clear off ramp space in winter­
time.

The first tractor has been de­
livered to Burbank and others 
will be based at Chicago and 
Newark.

of Maintenance.

Joseph McDuffie (on ground), factory representative 
of the Frank G. Hough Co., Libertyville, III., subsidiary 
of the International Harvester Co., delivers the first tow
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