
Tigers tackle future

MEI EEEET TO ELV 19M
the potential of producing airfreight prof­
itably at a rate of 10 cents per ton mile, 
or one-third less than today’s current level 
of about 15 cents.” A ton mile is a ton of 
freight flown one mile.

He said the productive capability and 
lower operating costs of the new freight- 
er could bring about this result.

"This new fleet of 10 ships can pro­
duce approximately 900 million ton miles 
of freight traffic pel- year. This is approx­
imately the capability of our present fleet 
of 19 aircraft — four Boeing 707-349C 
airfreighters (one of which is yet to be 
delivered) and 15 CL-44 prop-jet Canadair 
swingtail airfreighters.

"Last year, we flew 335,852,000 ton 
miles, so we are scheduling a capacity in 
19G8 far beyond our present productivity. 
However, the new Douglas airfreighter 
will be able to produce nearly 40 percent 
more volume per airplane than the largest 
ship in our present fleet at an additional 
operating cost of only 12 per cent.

“We believe this will open the door to 
new rate levels which will bring into the 
air the new traffic needed to fill these 
ships.”

The primary difference between the 
63F and the standard jet freighters now 
flying is in the freight capacity of the
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aircraft. The 63F is 37 feet longer than 
the DC-8, has a six foot wider wingspan 
and will carry 18 pallets of freight, or ap­
proximately 98,000 pounds of cargo, com­
pared to 13 pallets on the DC-8 and 10 on 
the CL-44.

It will fly this payload at a speed of 
580 miles an hour over a 3,400 mile non­
stop range. The four Pratt & Whitney 
JT3D-7 turbofan engines each generate 
19,000 pounds of thrust, or 1,000 pounds 
more pel- engine than power plants on to­
day’s DC-8.

With the Douglas order, Flying Tiger 
for the third consecutive time will put into 
the air the largest fleet of new cargo air­
craft ever ordered by one carrier.

In 1957, the airline acquired a fleet of 
12 Lockheed Super H Constellations, then 
the largest airfreighter flying. In 1961, 
it put 10 Canadair CL-44 ships into ser­
vice, again the largest all-cargo aircraft.

The Lockheed fleet cost 828 million 
dollars and had a ton-mile productivity 
of 240 million ton miles annually. The 
CL-44 fleet cost S50 million dollars and 
had a ton-mile productivity of 480 million 
ton miles annually.

Both the Lockheed and CL-44 fleets 
were subsequently enlarged but based on 
the original purchase orders, the new 
Douglas fleet of 10 freighters, by contrast, 
will have a productivity of 900 million ton 
miles annually or nearly one-third greater 
than the combined original fleets of 22 
Lockheed and CL-44 ships.

Dollar-wise, Prescott said that the air­
Please turn to page 2

Revenue to double
A letter of intent to order a fleet of 

10 Douglas DC-8 63F convertible air­
freighters, the stretched version of the 
original DC-8, at a cost of $100 million 
dollars including spare parts has been 
signed between the Flying Tiger Line, 
the nation’s only transcontinental all-cargo 
air carrier, and the Douglas Aircraft 
Company.

The purchase, of which final financing 
details are now being worked out between 
the airline and the manufacturer, would 
set several air transport landmarks.

It would be the largest order ever placed 
for this new type of jet aircraft, which is 
36 per cent larger than its predecessor, 
the DC-8.

It would be the largest order ever placed 
for a fleet of jet freighters.

The Flying Tiger Line, scheduling deliv­
eries of one aircraft a month starting in 
February, 1968, would become the first 
domestic air carrier to operate this new 
type of oversize airfreighter. Because it 
is a convertible model, it can be adapted 
to carry passengers.

Announcing the airline’s decision to 
move now into this new field of airfreight­
ers, Robert W. Prescott, Flying Tiger 
president, said:

"With this aircraft, we expect to attain
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line, which is currently operating at an 
annual revenue volume of $80,000,000, 
would have the capacity to produce $150 
million dollars of revenue with its com­
bined fleet of Douglas, Boeing and CL-44 
freighters.

The new Douglas freighter will have a 
main cargo cabin 140 feet long and a wing­
span of 148.4 feet. The tail is 42 feet 
above the ground. The cargo cabin is 36 
per cent larger than that of the existing 
DC-8 and 70 per cent bigger than that 
of the CL-44.

The Douglas cargo hold is more than 
seven feet high and 10 feet wide and the 
main cargo door is more than seven feet

Tiger Tempo Up 
At Seattle Stati

A picture and story feature outlining 
the increased tempo of Flying Tiger ac­
tivity at Sea-Tac International Airport 
(half-way between Seattle and Tacoma) 
was documented in a recent issue of the 
Port of Seattle Reporter. The feature is 
based on a shipment of 60,000 multi­
colored-ink ball point pens made in Italy 
and a giant turbine manufactured in Swe­
den off-loaded from a Tiger CL-44. The 
10-color ball point pens were consigned to 
KSM Corp, of Vancouver, B. C. which 
distributes the pens to outlets in Western 
Canada and all over the U.S.

The turbine sections, which weighed in 
at 49,000 pounds were for Seattle City 
Lights’ hydroelectric plant at Boundary, 
on the Pend Oreille River, just south of 
the Canada-U.S. border.

Gross take-off weight
Normal Cruising Speed
Non-stop Range, Full Payload
Design Payload
Wingspan
Nose-tail Length
Height Ground-tail
Length Main Cargo Cabin
Total Cargo Cubic Foot Capacity 
Pallets of Freight
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Get it off the ground ■ . .

Surface Freight Shift 
To Air Program Urged

There are few commodities other than 
coal, lumber and ore that do not now move 
by air as well as surface, George Zettler 
told the New York Air Cargo Sales Club 
recently.

The Flying Tiger director of inter­
national sales said it is also true that the 
amount of inter-city traffic by air is 
a fraction of surface transport.

“Getting them in the air . . . that is, 
creating new markets . . . this is the chal­
lenge you and I have been handed,” Zett­
ler said.

Lower rates are only one step in con­
verting surface traffic to air, he said, 
He pointed to other advantages of air­
freight, including lower inventory, less 
warehousing and reduced packaging costs.

“If we are successful, shippers will ex­
pand their use of airfreight on a regular, 
rather than an emergency basis . . . and 
the airlines’ revenue return will be main­
tained at a profitable level.”

Zettler explained to the club, Tigers’ 
Sea-Air Program. "This is traffic which 
originates in the Orient, moves to the 
west coast by ship and is flown to desti­
nation.”

He said that although the airline cannot 
compete on a straight hundredweight cost 
comparison, the additional costs of steam­
ship such as crating, insurance, higher 
New York port costs and the substantial 
saving in transit time, are all factors 
which make air transit more attractive.

Transit time by ship from Japan to 
New York will average 30-35 days com­
pared with 12-13 days on the Sea-Air 
program, Zettler said.

He explained the Air-Sea program, 
which is traffic moving by air from 
Europe via New York to the west coast 
where it is forwarded by ship to Japan.

"In summary,” he said, “our Sea-Air 
and Air-Sea program has produced results 
far exceeding our forecasts, and truly, in 
this instance, surface traffic has been 
diverted to air.”

Zettler told the group the airfreight 
industry is desperately in need of new 
fresh approaches to expand the markets.

DC-8 63F
350,000# 
580 MPH 
3,400 mi.
98,000#
148.4 ft.
187.4 ft.
42.6 ft.
140.0 ft

13,000 cu. ft. 8,955
18

CL-44D 
205,000# 

400 MPH 
3,050 mi. 
65,000# 
142.6 ft. 
136.9 ft. 
36.2 ft. 
98.0 ft. 

ft. 7,226 cu. ft.
10

DC-8 
315,000# 

556 MPH 
2,761 mi. 
92,000# 
142.4 ft. 
150.7 ft. 
42.3 ft. 
103.0 ft. 

cu.
13
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PRESIDENT PRESCOTT AND RESEARCHER BARTLING ADMIRE DC8-63F 
. . . $100,000,000 decision

MEW FLEET T® FILE IM '88 
continued from page one 

high and nearly nine feet wide. Gross 
take-off weight is 350,000 pounds and fuel 
capacity is 24,265 gallons, which the air­
craft engines burn at the rate of about 
2,000 gallons an hour in normal cruise.

Founded in 1945 as the nation’s first 
all-cargo airline, Flying Tiger now is the 
largest all-cargo carrier in the world. It 
operates a domestic route system across 
the United States, linking the major mar­
kets of the west coast, midwest and north 
Atlantic seaboard. Additionally, it is the 
largest all-cargo operator on the Pacific, 
flying military and commercial contracts 
to the Orient, as well as conducting chart­
er operations to all parts of the free world.
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Flying hooves a reality
The Flying Tigers snipped a page from 

the legend of Pegasus in Greek Mythology 
and have come up with their own version 
of flying horses.

Transporting horses by air over long 
distances has solved for breeders the 
gnawing problem of shipping thorough­
breds to high caliber stakes for a one day 
shot at big money events.

On a recent flight, Orbiter, a prize 
$125,000 pacing horse and 19 selected 
stablemates flew from Christchurch, New 
Zealand to Yonkers, New York aboard a 
Flying Tiger Swingtail CL-44 airfreighter.

It was the largest contingent of foreign 
horses ever to fly to the United States.

The horses were taken off the flight in 
Los Angeles for rest and exercising after 
spending more than 70 hours in the air. 
The horses were flown via the Fiji Islands 
and Honolulu.

The horses are shipped in padded stalls, 
and each has a bale of hay within easy 
reach. The horses wear a skull cap of 
leather and felt with openings for their 
ears.

“The fare for this type of passenger is 
high, but not as high as you might expect,” 
says Lew Ayres, FTL DSM at Chicago.

“We ship them for 250 percent of the

Flying Tiger Lines 
Attention: Mr. Ken G. Roe 

Sales Department
Dear Ken:

Thanks to you and Flying Tigers our 
display at the IEEE show in New York 
went off without a hitch.

This belated letter is to tell you how 
much we appreciated your going to such 
lengths to see that we were well cared 
for. As a salesman, I can’t tell you how 
much I enjoy watching a real “pro” oper­
ate and sell his company so well.

You were the first Flying Tiger Lines 
super cooperator we met, but not the last. 
We were delighted to see so many co­
operative people here, on board and at 
Newark. That’s not luck. The Flying Tiger 
Lines is “just one hell of an outfit” and 
deserves to be Number One.

I could go on, but instead we will “say 
it with tonnage” whenever we can.

Incidentally, we had to send our stuff 
to Dallas from Los Angeles after it re­
turned from New York. We delivered it 
to another airline Sunday and it had not 
shown up on Tuesday. The boxes were 
located in Atlanta and returned to Dallas. 
They were so badly mauled that it took 
two technicians six hours to get the dis­
plays working again. Flying Tigei’ Lines 
is the only way!

Thanks again, Ken. We really appreciate 
your kind thoughtfulness.
SHELLY ASSOCIATES 
Ben B. George, Jr.
Vice President

★
Mr. Robert W. Prescott
The Flying Tiger Line, Inc.
Dear Mr. Prescott:

On behalf of the Civil Aeronautics 
Board, I wish to thank you for your Com­
pany’s participation in the Regional Air 
Cargo Workshop program that is being 
planned for this Fall. We, at the Board, be­
lieve these Workshop programs will do a 
great deal toward effecting a better under­
standing by shippers, carriers and the Civil 
Aeronautics Board of the domestic and 
international air shipping problems and 
needs. With this understanding, we are 
hopeful that mutually-agreed solutions can 
be reached so that the shipper, carrier and 
general public may all benefit from the 
advantages of air freight.

The Flying Tiger Line should be proud 
of the role that your Vice President, Sales, 
Mr. Peter T. Albert, is taking in this en­
deavor. As a member of the Planning 
Committee and a Co-Moderator of one of 
the Workshop Roundtables, Mr. Albert 
has been working with other top-notch 
shippers and carriers in establishing the 
policies that will govern the Workshop 
program. The public interest of your Com­
pany in permitting Mr. Albert to partici­
pate in the Regional Air Cargo Workshop 
Program is commendable. The Board is 
cognizant of Flying Tiger’s expenditures 
on behalf of Mr. Albert and this project.

We sincerely appreciate your interest 
and participation.

Charles S. Murphy 
Chairman

freight rate. Figuring a 1,000 pound thor­
oughbred plus his groom and the tack, 
which ships at the regular freight rate, it 
would cost about $665 to ship from Los 
Angeles to Chicago.

A horse can be shipped from California 
on Thursday, race in Chicago on Saturday, 
return to Los Angeles Monday and race 
at Santa Anita on Wednesday.

Shipping horses by air first became a 
business right after World War II but 
only in the past two years has it become 
a volume trade.

John J. McCabe, Agency Inc., a veteran 
specialist in equine transportation has 
offices in 10 American cities as well as 
Dublin, Milan, Buenos Aires, Santiago and 
Hamburg. He has arranged flights for 
horses who have won $1.7 million dollars 
in stakes in the first part of 1966.

Among them were Boldnesian, winner 
of the $141,900 Santa Anita Derby; Buck- 
passer, which took the $136,000 Flamingo; 
Lucky Debonair, first in the $145,000 
Santa Anita handicap; Bold Bidder, win­
ner of the $134,500 Strub, and Pia Star, 
winner of the $134,000 Widener.

Last year McCabe transported about 
2,000 horses by air and the total should 
go even higher in 1966.
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JOHN WALSH, TIGER DSM, DAVID J. PORCARO, JR., AND DAVID B. PORCARO
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successful truckers in New England.
And he handles airfreight exclusively.
On a day 18 years ago, he received a tip 

that Flying Tigers were on the lookout for 
a small trucking concern that could devote 
all its time to airfreight pickups and 
deliveries.

the florists from getting 
for us.”

the middle 
fresh and
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“Now—when Bob Prescott, head of the 
Flying Tigers, and Donald Douglas Jr. 
were putting this deal together, a small 
thought occurred to Douglas — he wanted 
to know how the airline was going to come 
up with the 100 million bucks. And Pres­
cott, being the kind of a guy he is, drawled, 
‘Well, we could start collecting Blue Chip 
stamps! . . .’

“So, just for the very old hell of it, he 
and Douglas sat down with their pencils 
and computers, and figured out how many 
stamps would be needed. The answer was 
that for one DC-8 63F, Prescott would 
need 28 billion stamps, or 280 billion for 
the fleet of 10. Maybe they'd better go 
back to dealing in plain old money.”
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PARTNERS IN PIONEERING NEW ENGLAND AIRFREIGHT

Airfreight specialists...

Mtswcp ©ffff O® ag[F@Qr][jn(£l
You don’t have to get off the ground to 

be a success in the Airfreight business, 
says Dave Porcaro of Boston.

He invested in the future of airfreight 
18 years ago with one Ford two-ton van. 
Now, thanks to the Flying Tigers, his own 
genius for organization and the thriving 
airfreight industry, he is one of the most

Problem licked? . . .

Sticky §itu<srti©in Colife f©r Sffamps
Is there a place for levity in the grim 

world of trade and commerce?
At the Flying Tiger Line a touch of 

humor usually emerges from the most 
critical situations.

Here is the way Bill Kennedy, Los An­
geles Herald Examiner columnist, describ­
ed a weighty discussion at FTL head­
quarters recently.

“BIG DEAL DEPT. — The other day, 
the Flying Tiger Line bought a new fleet 
of airplanes — 10 Douglas DC-8 63F air­
freighters, which will cost a fast $100 
million. To be delivered in 1968, these big 
jobs will be the first of the oversize jets in 
airfreight, flying 580 miles an hour with 
98,000 pounds of cargo.........

—
-jW

Porcaro came to terms and has been 

th“I Tan remember the first flight we un. 
loaded /"he said. “It was a DC-3 loaded 
rfth flowers. We were mstructed to dis- 

tribute it throughout metro Boston.
“The flower flights became so popular 

manv of the florists gave us keys to their 
=hons so we could drop the packages in 
h P ■ • of the night so they would be 

ready for market the next 
moaning and save the florists from getting 
up to open up

Porcaro said as industry grew m Boston 
and rural Massachusetts the need for air­
freight grew . . . “and we grew with it.”

The firm known as Dave s Transport 
now operates 37 vans, 5 tractor trailers, 
2 service wagons, several passenger cars, 
many of them radio controlled, serving 
150 communities in New England.

Dave Porcaro, Jr., has now assumed 
major responsibility in managing the com­
pany but the senior Porcaro is still very 
active.

During the growth period he visited 
the Chamber of Commerce of every new 
community which opened up, extolling 
the virtues of airfreight.

He recalled negotiating a contract to 
pick up jet engines in Lynn, Massachusetts 
to be shipped to aircraft manufacturers on 
the west coast.

“There weren’t any fork lift trucks a- 
round,” he said. “So we had to use plenty 
of imagination and brute strength to get 
them loaded on the airplanes.”

The younger Porcaro said he picked up 
a king-sized ostrich at Cape Cod one time 
and the bird screeched incessantly at a 
deafening pitch. “It was still screeching 
when the airplane took off,” he said.

Porcaro was originally granted a license 
in 1934 from the National Recovery Ad­
ministration. In 1951 he requested an ex­
pansion from the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to cover routes into Fall River, 
New Bedford, Worcester, Mass., and Prov­
idence, Rhode Island.

He then began providing exclusive truck 
sei-vice from Providence to Logan Airport, 
Boston for the Flying Tiger Line. In his 
submissions for expansion he never stop­
ped stressing the potential of Logan as a 
major International Airport providing the 
gateway to and from New England.

Porcaro says ground handling of air­
freight differs materially from general 
commodity freight, and is becoming more 
and more specialized.

“A lot of the material comes in small 
boxes . . . each one could be worth thous­
ands of dollars,” he said. “Much of it is 
electronic equipment.”

He explained the need for door-to-door 
distribution at the destination. Much of it 
is “inside pickup” and requires special 
handling, crating and skidding.

It has been a long and interesting road 
from the days when David B. Porcaro 
spent many of his nights sleeping in the 
truck . . . when he was finished unloading 
at midnight and had to be on the road 
again at five a.m. making deliveries.

In his first year in the airfreight busi­
ness, his firm handled 123 tons of material. 
In, 1965, he handled 12,590 tons.

“And we haven’t even scratched the 
surface,” he said, flicking the ever-pres­
ent stogie.

ii



Homed smde bmmbts dismissed

member of the

Policy Contrary
“The board’s blocked-space policy is con­

trary to the declaration of policy in section 
102(c) of the act and section 404(a) and 
(b) of the act, and amends the certificates 
of the combination carriers without notice 
and hearing as required by section 401(g) 
of the act, and is contrary to sound policy.

"In the case herein, I would suspend 
the blocked-space tariff filed by Flying 
Tiger or, in the alternative, I would per­
mit the tariffs of both Flying Tiger and 
TWA to become effective. The proposed 
tariff of Flying Tiger is not a blocked- 
space tariff as contemplated by the board’s 
general policy statement. The tariff is a 
volume rate tariff and approval of it and 
rejection of the TWA tariff is unlawful 
per se."

space as set forth in the dissent attached 
to amendment No. 3 to Part 399, PS-24 
(the CAB’s blocked-space policy state­
ment).

Complaints filed by passenger carriers 
against Flying Tigers’ revised block space 
tariffs have been dismissed by the Civil 
Aeronautics Board.

Tigers filed a revision requesting that 
blocked space shippers not be restricted to 
a particular day of the week for their 
shipments.

The Tiger proposal drew protests from 
TWA, American Airlines and United Air 
Lines, who argued that the revision would 
destroy the basic economic justification 
for blocked space service by eliminating 
the regular delivery of traffic at specific 
times.

Meanwhile a similar tariff filed by 
TWA was rejected by the board. This de­
cision is believed to be in keeping with an 
earlier decision by the CAB to reserve 
blocked space to the all cargo carriers as 
one measure to distinguish between the 
various types of carriers.

The following report on the recent hear­
ing is reprinted here from a late May 
issue of Traffic World Magazine.

Answered Protests
“FTL answered the protests of the com­

bination carriers, by accusing them of 
seeking to obstruct the normal develop­
ment of blocked space traffic. Tigers 
claimed that its proposed revision met the 
requirements of the CAB’s blocked space 
policy and described it as a compromise 
between shipper needs and carrier needs.

"While it is best for the carrier,” FTL 
argued, “that a shipper contract for space 
on specific flights or on specific days of 
the week such a system is not flexible 
enough for most shippers and to so confine 
shippers involves too much financial risk 
for them. Thus, a compromise is necessary.

“Flying Tiger has taken another step in 
the development of the blocked-space con­
cept and the ‘Big Three’ are attempting to 
obstruct it as they have attempted to ob­
struct each previous attempt. As their 
complaints make clear they oppose the de­
lineation of roles which is now a well- 
settled policy of the board, as they oppose 
the entire blocked-space concept.”

Tariff Rejected
This tariff, said the board, would be 

rejected. The board added:

Does Not Destroy
“We do not consider that this modi­

fication destroys the basic blocked-space 
concept since the shipper would commit 
himself to tender shipments on a regular­
ly recurring basis for at least 90 days.

"However, the relaxation of the tender 
requirement to permit the shipper to make 
shipments at any time during the course 
of a seven-day period may affect the 
economic bases of these rates. The effec­
tive tariff is now under investigation and 
the instant revisions are automatically 
placed under investigation in that docket.

Not Suspended
“The proposal will not be suspended 

pending investigation in order to give 
Flying Tiger opportunity to gain ex­
perience under its proposed revision.”

Turning to TWA’s tariff filing, the 
CAB said it would reject it as failing to 
conform to the CAB’s blocked-space policy. 
In connection with its protest of FTL’s 
tariff revision, TWA argued that the re­
vision would result in a “contract rate 
tariff and, to illustrate its allegation, 
filed what it termed a tariff similar in all 
but name. TWA designated its tariff as 
Official Contract Rate Airfreight Tariff 
No. 1.

I

Several-Changes
In ruling, the CAB said:
“The Flying Tiger Line proposes several 

changes in its effective blocked-space tar­
iff. The significant revision, and that to 
which complaints are directed, proposes 
to cancel the requirement that shippers in 
effect specify the days of the week on 
which space is contracted, and establish in 
place thereof blocked-space agreements 
which would permit the shipper to specify 
the number of shipments to be tendered 
during the course of each week without 
reference to any particular day of the 
week. Trans World Airlines has filed a 
similar tariff, also marked to become ef­
fective May 19.

Combination Complaints
“The complaints assert, essentially, that 

(1) the proposed service is not blocked- 
space within the meaning of the board’s 
policy statements because no space could 
be reserved for block-space traffic either 
on a regular recurring basis or otherwise 
since the shipper would not be required 
to tender the traffic at any particular 
time; (2) the proposal would destroy the 
principal economic justification for re­
duced blocked-space rates since the carrier 
would not be able to plan its traffic re­
quirements with any degree of precision; 
(3) the proposal is in substance a form of 
aggregate rate tariff since eligibility for 
the reduced blocked-space rate would be 
based on the total amount of traffic guar­
anteed over a seven-day period, and (4) 
the proposal would result in substantial 
additional diversion from the combination 
carriers.

TIGERVIEW READERS
Address all correspondence to:

Tigerview
John Gorman, Editor, 
7401 World Way West, 
Los Angeles Int'l Airport, 
Los Angeles, Calif., 90009
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Supports All Carriers
“In addition, TWA asserts that if the 

board permits these ‘contract rates to be­
come effective all carriers must be allowed 
to compete on an equal basis. Accordingly, 
that carrier has filed a tariff similar to 
Flying Tiger’s proposal.

“In answer to the complaints, Flying 
Tiger states that (1) its proposal satis­
fies the definition of blocked space be­
cause the shipper would be required to 
reserve and pay for a specified amount of 
lift weekly, for a period of at least 90 days, 
which is on a regularly recurring basis; 
(2) while the instant proposal may not be 
as advantageous to the carrier as a more 
rigid contract, the effective tariff is not 
flexible enough for shippers and the abil­
ity to plan the over-all volume of lift on 
a route for even a seven-day period is 
helpful to Flying Tiger and reduces costs; 
and (3) the proposal is not an unlawful 
'aggregate rate’ because (a) the blocked 
space rates must be paid whether the ship­
ment or its full volume is made or not, (b) 
blocked space shipments must be on a 
regularly recurring basis for a period of at 
least 90 days, (c) blocked-space rates are 
those applicable at the weight break agreed 
upon even though more traffic is tender­
ed whereas aggregate rates would take the 
weight-break rate applying to the aggre­
gate shipment, and (d) the blocked-space 
agreement shifts a risk from the carrier 
to the shipper and, in return for under­
taking the risk, the shipper obtains a 
special rate ....’’

CAB’s Ruling
The board ruled that it would permit 

FTL’s revision to become effective and, at 
the same time, reject TWA’s tariff filing. 
Dealing with the FTL proposal, the CAB 
said:

“The board has concluded to reject 
TWA’s ‘contract rate’ tariff as a blocked- 
space proposal not in accordance with the 
published blocked-space policy or the pro­
visions of section 403 of the federal avia­
tion act. Under that regulation, the com­
bination passenger-cargo carriers are not 
permitted to offer blocked-space sei vice. 
Pursuant to that regulation and the fore­
going statutory provision, the board has 
consistently rejected blocked-space taiiffs 
proposed by combination carriers. Con­
sistent with that conclusion, TWA’s pro­
posal will be rejected.”

Whitney Gillilland, a
CAB who consistently has dissented from 
the board’s blocked-space actions, again 
filed a dissenting opinion.

"I continue,” Mr. Gillilland said, to 
adhere to my views with respect to blocked
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Fresco tf Predicts
Mng^eir Earnings

Earnings of the Flying Tiger Line, the 
Nation’s only transcontinental all-cargo 
airline, should be at least as good in the 
second quarter of 1966 as they were in the 
first quarter, Robert W. Prescott, presi­
dent, told a meeting of 80 stockholders 
May 13, assembling for the first time in 
the airline’s new $4,500,000 base at Los 
Angeles International Airport.

Prescott declined to forecast earnings 
for the year but said the “first quarter 
should be a pretty good clue.” First quar­
ter earnings excluding non-recurring items 
totaled $1,559,215, equal to 87£ per share 
of common stock.

Asked about the airline’s acquisition of 
the Southern California Financial Corp., 
Prescott said the holding company, owner 
of the Southern California Savings and 
Loan Association, should add about $1.00 
a share annually to company earnings.

Also approved by the stockholders was 
the election of Major General Clarence A. 
Shoop, vice president and group executive 
of the Hughes Aircraft Corp., in charge 
of all foreign operations, to the Tiger 
board of directors. He succeeds John C. 
Cosgrove, retired Los Angeles insurance 
executive, who asked retirement from the 
board. Gen. Shoop’s election is subject to 
approval of the Civil Aeronautics Board.

Prescott answered stockholders’ ques­
tions about the airline’s future planning 
by saying it was studying an expansion 
of its fleet which could bring about 
savings to shippers of as much as one- 
third over present costs. “We are looking 
at such aircraft as the Lockheed C-5A, the 
Boeing 747 and the Douglas DC-8 63F 
series,” he said. “These aircraft could 
lower airfreight costs to 10 cents per ton 
mile, or one-third less than today’s charges.

Ten years of the first all-cargo non-stop 
airfreight service across the nation were 
highlighted in New York May 23, when 
a group of first shippers and officials of 
the Flying Tiger Line sat down at a din­
ner at the Columbia Club.

“It seemed like a big thing then,” re­
called Robert W. Prescott, Flying Tiger 
president, “and we didn’t know how long 
we could stay with it.

“After all, nobody had done it before 
and airfreight wasn’t coming out our ears 
but shippers had told us they could use a 
faster service if we could come up with it. 
Fortunately, it worked.”

From those original flights, Tigers to­
day have grown into the world’s largest air­
freight line, flying eight daily transconti­
nental schedules. Three of these are 
non-stops, as much as all other carriers 
combined.

The non-stop service actually began in 
October, 1955 from New York to Los 
Angeles. However, full service in both di­
rections was not accomplished until May, 
1956, when a companion return flight to 
New York from the west coast was started.

“We’d thought of the service for a long 
time but never had the airplane that could 
do it,” Prescott said. “It wasn’t until we 
got the DC-6A that we could risk it. Until 
then, you’d have had to carry more gas 
than freight and you’d soon go broke.”

A four-engine Douglas, the DC-6A could 
haul 32,000 pounds of freight. The flight

Cargo anniversary
Year of

took 10 hours. How airfreight has grown 
in the intervening 10 years is illustrated 
by the fact that today’s equipment, the 
Tiger swingtail prop-jet CL-44, hauls 
65,000 pounds of freight coast to coast in 
six and one-half hours.

When the airline gets the Douglas DC-8- 
63F in 1968, first of the big oversize jet 
freighters, it will be able to haul 95,000 
pounds of cargo non-stop in four and one- 
half hours.

During the 10 years of non-stop service, 
the airline has flown more than 165,000,000 
pounds of freight on its New York-west 
coast non-stop flights. More than 5,000 
such schedules have been flown and what 
began as a speculative venture back in 
1955-1956 has become routine with today’s 
long-range jet and prop-jet airfreighters.

J
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Revenues Soar
May airfreight revenues of the Fly­

ing Tiger Line on its domestic system 
totaled $1,870,866, a gain of 36 per 
cent over the $1,376,047 recorded in 
May 1965. It was the largest May traf­
fic in the carrier’s history.

For the first five months of 1966, 
domestic airfreight revenues totaled 
$8,353,138 or 30.5 per- cent ahead of 
1965, when revenues for the period were 
$6,399,690.

Interline Merit 
Award to Rival

The sales staff of Southern Airways 
was honored in Atlanta recently when 
Flying Tiger regional sales manager Ron 
Herrmann presented the "Order of Inter­
line Merit” to three of that airline’s cargo 
people.

The order was conferred in conjunction 
with Southern’s 17th annual sales meeting 
held in April.

Sales and station managers from 50 
stations throughout an eight state area 
met at the Atlanta Marriott Motor Hotel.

Herrmann presented the awards to 
Allen Porter, director of cargo; Jack 
Nanny, chief freight agent, Atlanta; and 
Warren Northcutt, station manager in 
Anniston, Alabama.

Herrmann said it was the Tigers’ way 
of recognizing outstanding achievement in 
the development of interline freight.

The three Southern salesmen, with the 
aid of FTL, developed one account in 
Anniston, Alabama which has given FTL 
more than 75,000 pounds pel' month for 
the last four months.

Southern also announced the acquisition 
of a DC-9 which will be the company’s 
first venture into the jet field.

/_ 
I

INTERLINE AWARDS PRESENTED. Following ceremony in which Southern Airways sales 
personnel were presented with Flying Tiger merit awards, Jack Nanny, chief freight agent, 
Southern Airways, Atlanta, left, is shown with Ron Herrmann, regional interline sales 
manager Flying Tiger Line, Atlanta; W. A. "Allen" Porter, director of cargo, Southern Air­
ways, Atlanta and Warren Northcutt, station manager, Southern Airways, Anniston, 
Alabama.
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Mountain Memorial To
Crash Victims Placed

BILL GELFAND
. . . executive assistant

In a move to keep up with 
growth of the company Vice 
Sales, Pete Albert has announced whole­
sale changes in responsibility among key 
members of the sales department.

“The revenue growth of our company 
in both contract and freight sales has 
shown substantial increases in the past 
few years,’’ Albert said.

Competition Increasing
“We all recognize, however, that our 

competition is increasing its organization 
and capability each year. Therefore to 
move ahead in the future as we have in 
the past, and to prepare ourselves for the 
domestic and international growth that we 
must realize, I have made a number of 
organizational changes designed to achieve 
this end,’’ Albert said.

Bill Gelfand was appointed executive 
assistant to Albert and will also be re­
sponsible for all military contracts as well 
as long term contracts with other carriers 
or national accounts. Gelfand was formerly 
director of contract sales.

International Sales
George Zettler was appointed director 

of international sales with Russ Emerson 
as assistant director. This department will 
be responsible for all international com­
mercial, contract, charter and common 
carriage sales.

George Cussen was appointed Vice Pres­
ident Public Affairs, a switch from his 
former designation as Vice President Sales 
Administration.

Ralph Thiele was appointed director of 
industry affairs, based in Washington, 
D.C. In addition to handling ATA affairs, 
Thiele will be responsible for the develop­
ment of air mail and air express programs 
as well as sales administration for the 
common carriage military program and 
U.S. Interline sales.

Marketing
Bob Blanks was appointed director of 

Marketing and will be responsible for reg­
ulatory proceedings, rates and tariffs, and 
marketing and sales analysis.

Ray Keiser was appointed manager of 
marketing and is responsible for the 
future development of marketing pro­
grams.

GEORGE ZETTLER 
. . international sales

JOINS TIGER BOARD — Major General 
Clarence A. Shoop has been elected to the 
board of directors of the Flying Tiger Line. 
Gen. Shoop is vice president and group 
executive of the Hughes Aircraft Corp., in 
charge of all foreign operations. His avia­
tion career dates back to 1930 when he 
was an Army Air Corps Cadet at March 
Field, California. He spent six years on ac­
tive duty with the Air Force during the war 
and was one of the nation's top test 
pilots as well as one of the first to fly jets. 
He tested the XP-59 and XP-80 and a num­
ber of other experimental planes. General 
Shoop is also managing director of Hughes 
International (U.K.) Ltd.; is chairman of the 
board and president Husint S.A., Geneva, 
Switzerland, and president of Hughes Air­
craft International Service Company.

A memorial to the victims of the ill- 
fated Flying Tiger Super H-Constellation 
that crashed into the side of rugged Cali­
fornia Peak in the heart of the Colorado 
Rockies Dec. 15, 1965, has been placed 
near the scene of the crash.

Tiger flight crew who perished in the 
mishap were: Everett Reed, Thomas Hunt, 
and Brian Ferris.

The handmade copper plaque installed 
on a rock by a lonely Colorado creek bed 
is inscribed:

“0 GOD, BY WHOSE MERCY REST 
IS GIVEN TO THE SOULS OF THE 
FAITHFUL, IN YOUR KINDNESS 
BLESS THIS GRAVE. ENTRUST IT TO 
THE CARE OF YOUR HOLY ANGEL 
AND SET FREE FROM ALL THE 
CHAINS OF SIN THE SOULS OF 
THOSE WHOSE BODIES ARE BURIED 
HERE SO THAT WITH ALL YOUR 
SAINTS THEY MAY REJOICE IN YOU 
FOREVER. THROUGH CHRIST OUR 
LORD.

PERISHED IN FLIGHT DEC. 15, 1965 
EVERETT REED — THOMAS HUNT — 
BRIAN FERRIS”

Parts of the plane are strewn over a 
wide area on a windswept scree slope 
about 1,000 feet above Zapata Creek, four 
miles N.W. of Blanca Peak near Alamosa, 
Colorado.

John Marshall of Denver transported the 
plaque 225 miles, the last eight on foot, 
to the isolated mountainside where he 
fixed it to a huge granite boulder.

“We figured we’d put the plaque down 
by the creek,” Marshall said. “In case the 
families ever come up, they won’t have to 
climb that hill.”

Largest Shipment 
Lands at Phoenix

The largest airfreight shipmen1 ever to 
arrive at Sky Harbor Airport Phoenix 
was offloaded from a Flying Tiger Line 
CL-44 from Zurich recently.

The cargo was a compressor set from 
the Escher-Wyss factory to be used in the 
new liquid nitrogen plant being built in 
Phoenix as a joint venture between Dye 
Oxygen Co. and LaFleur Corp., an as­
sociate company of Douglas Aircraft.

The shipment weighed 59,800 pounds 
and accounted for almost the entire load 
capacity of the Tiger CL-44 aircraft.

Dye President, Gil V. Dye, said the 
compressor “is the heart of a unique new 
process” which is being used commercially 
for the first time at the local plant. Its 
function is to use helium gas in a closed 
cycle process to provide refrigeration for 
liquefying nitrogen gas.

The plant is also unique, Dye said, be­
cause it uses turbine powered machinery 
instead of the usual reciprocating equip­
ment.

The new plant is scheduled for comple­
tion in July and is valued at $1.8 million. 
The compressor set accounts for about 
$500,000 of this cost. The plant will 
increase production of nitrogen by about 
100 tons per day, most of which will be 
used in space and missile programs.
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Jet airfreighters, now in production and 
on the drawing boards, will pose the first 
real challenge to the trucking industry’s 
dominance of long haul freight transporta­
tion, Robert W. Prescott, president of the 
Flying Tiger Line, said recently in New 
York.

Prescott, speaking as a member of an 
air cargo panel appearing before the Avia- 
tion/Space Writers annual convention at 
the New York Hilton, said the first of the 
stretched airfreighters now being built — 
the Douglas DC-8 63F — would enable 
airlines to get much “closer” toward 
matching the costs of surface transporta­
tion.”

Prescott said these aircraft have the 
potential of cutting the shipper’s air­
freight costs one-third, or from about 15 
cents a ton mile to 10 cents.

Pointing out that the Douglas 63F “will 
have a freight capacity of 13,000 cubic 
feet versus 8,950 for the present DC-8,” 
Prescott gave this analysis of the air­
freight future:

“We in the industry have long since 
resigned ourselves to the fact that we are 
selling cubic miles rather than ton miles, 
because ever since time began airplanes 
have always had more lift capacity than 
space to put the cargo. In our present 
family of jets, we have a lift capacity of 
95,000 pounds, but 70,000 pounds is gener­
ally conceded to be the average maximum 
pay load because the type of freight we 
carry will fill it up at that level. With the 
63F we have the space to carry the full 
payload — and that is the secret of this 
airplane.

“Because we believe the trucking in­
dustry carries the bulk of the freight—that 
is our target for the future we have been 
making studies of their costs on a 100 
cubic foot mile basis, since again they are 
selling space rather than weight. And this 
is an interesting discovery: We estimate 
that a truck would have a direct operating 
cost of about 45c per mile and would have 
about 2400 cubic feet of space. The 63F 
will have a direct operating cost of less 
than four times that of the truck, but will 
have 13,000 cubic feet of space. So, in that 
department we are getting even closer 
toward matching the costs of surface 
transportation.

“While approximately 9% of the nation’s 
gross national product is spent on cargo 
transportation, only 1% of that amount 
is spent on air cargo. In other words, the 
air cargo bill has yet to top a billion 
dollars. But — and this is the key to air 
cargo — despite air’s negligible impor­
tance statistically in today’s cargo field, 
it has the highest growth rate in this 
sector in the last five years — up almost 
80% — more than double the gain made 
by all inter-city trucking.

“In 1965, the United States scheduled 
airlines reached a total of 1.8 airfreight 
billion ton miles. It is our firm belief that 
we can reach a total of 5 billion ton miles 
annually by 1970.”

Howard M. Jones was elected Vice Pres­
ident Industrial Relations of the Flying 
Tiger Line by the Board of Directors, 
Robert W. Prescott president announced.

Jones joined the company as industrial 
relations director in January 1965. Prior 
to that he was west coast representative 
for the Airline Pilots Association for 12 
years.

Following his graduation from Knox 
College, in 1939, Jones accepted a position 
as labor negotiator with the United States 
Mine Workers, CIO. With the exception of 
a two and one-half year hitch with the 
merchant marine during World War II he 
was associated with Labor groups until 
1949 when he joined the Airline Pilot’s 
Association.

In April, 1953, ALPA opened a west­
coast office and Jones was given respon­
sibility for negotiation and administration 
of contracts for employees of 22 arlines in 
a territory covering everything west of 
Denver, including Alaska. He was also 
charged with handling public relations for 
the organization in this territory, prior to 
leaving and joining the Flying Tiger Line.

In another FTL appointment, Dwight 
Christy, was elected assistant secretary. 
He was formerly assistant to O. R. Burg- 
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Charles Lutkman
To Committee Post

Charles Luckman, F.A.I.A., member of 
the Board of Trustees of the California 
State Colleges and president of Charles 
Luckman Associates, nationally known ar­
chitectural firm, has been elected Chair­
man of the Executive Committee of the 
Los Angeles-based Flying Tiger Line, Inc., 
according to Robert W. Prescott, president. 
First elected to the Board of Directors in 
1957, Mr. Luckman now chairs a com­
mittee with the responsibility of coordin­
ating matters between management and 
the company’s directors.

Following graduation from the School 
of Architecture at the University of Illi­
nois in 1931 at the head of his class, Mr. 
Luckman turned to business becoming 
president of the Pepsodent Company at 
the age of 33, and at the age of 37, pres­
ident of all American companies of Lever 
Brothers.

The National Junior Chamber of Com­
merce designated him as one of the ten 
outstanding young men in the United 
States, and Forbes magazine named him 
one of the fifty foremost industrialists in 
the country.

In 1950, at the peak of his amazing 
business career, Mr. Luckman left industry 
and moved to Los Angeles to form an arch­
itectural headquarters which has received 
36 major honor awards in design.

He has served on the Board of Associ­
ates of Northwestern University and the 
California Institute of Technology; the 
President’s Council of George Pepperdine 
College and Loyola University; and the 
University of Illinois Foundation.

In recognition of Mr. Luckman’s ex­
ceptional service as architect, businessman 
and civic leader, the California Assembly 
recently passed a resolution expressing 
profound admiration and respect for one of 
the truly creative enterprises of our nation 
and for its distinguished president” and 
praising the recipient for his “good works 
and incalculable contributions to our 
nation’s culture.”
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Chester Raman Oles tn Philadelphia 
predicted almost complete recovery until 
April 24 when it was discovered that he 
had contracted uremic poisoning. The com­
plications caused a severe strain on his 
heart and he died the following day.

“Jerry” as he was nicknamed by his 
Philadelphia workmates is survived by his 
wife, a 13-year-old daughter and a five- 
year-old son.

Ramp serviceman Chester Roman of 
Philadelphia died April 30 in a Phila­
delphia hospital.

He joined the Flying Tiger Line in 
August 1954. About three months ago 
Roman was stricken with a cold and 
sharp pains in the back of his head. He 
was taken to a hospital where he lay in 
a coma for more than seven weeks.

He emerged from the coma and doctors

BICYCLE BRIGADE. Excess avoirdupois on the beltlines of FTL maintenance foremen 
is being converted to solid muscle since a fleet of bicycles has been made available to 
them for commuting to distant points in the massive LAX hangar. Left to right: John White­
law, maintenance foreman; Angie Elizondo, Radio Shop foreman; Art Evans, maintenance 
foreman and Willie Skaggs, Sheet Metal Shop foreman discuss a problem near a CL-44 
Swingtail in the hangar.

Im Vegas She of
Annual Tournament

Las Vegas has been chosen the site of 
the fourth annual Flying Tigei’ Golf Tour­
nament Octobei- 21 and 22.

Earl Berbrick, who has worked long and 
hard ironing out the details says the 36 
hole contest will be held October 21 and 22 
at the Tropicana Golf Course.

Reservations for 100 rooms at the 
Sahara are set and arrangements are 
being made for transportation from Los 
Angeles to Las Vegas by express luxury 
bus, complete with bar and entertainment.

The bus is scheduled to leave FTL head­
quarters Friday Oct. 21 and return Sun­
day.

Golf fees will be $12 for two days and 
hotel rooms $14 per night.

Future Rosy . . ■

Airline Figures to 
Be Secure Employer

As an employer, an airline is a good 
risk.

Calculated on past performance, tne 
growth rate has been steady and vigorous 
and the arrival of stretch DC-8’s, Boeing 
707’s and Lockheed C-5A’s give projections 
for the future a rosy hue.

As a barometer, the Flying Tiger Line 
is not truly representative of the industry 
since it is showing some of the strongest 
gains in the entire aviation field.

In May this year the total full time pay­
roll was just under 1,900 compared with 
about 1,200, 10 years ago. The annual total 
payroll for 1955 was $6,848,611 compared 
with $15,163,959 for 1965.

On the overall, airline employment in 
the United States rose almost 30,000 last 
year over the 1964 total, and more than 
double the 14,000 employee jump of 1964 
over 1963.

And the end is nowhere in sight.
The carriers need pilots and have at­

tacked the problems of recruitment with 
a vengeance. There is also a great demand 
for mechanics to maintain the ever-grow­
ing fleets.

Despite the vast computerization pro­
gram now in progress in the airline in­
dustry, there will still be a 
people to feed information to the com­
puters.

Total U.S. airline payroll for 1965 rose 
$300,000,000 to about 1,700,000,000. The 
average wage is $8,252 per employee, 
which includes executives and flight crew.

Total figures released are related to the 
operations of all the passenger carriers. 
With the huge transport planes on the 
horizon, and the prediction that the 
DC-8 63F will bring freight rates in line 
with transcontinental trucking rates, the 
airfreight industry has an infinite growth 
potential.
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NOE CADENA
. . . LAX Sales

“It is my contention that the sum of the 
tip should be commensurate with the at­
titude and configuration of the waitress.

“In my job, I travel extensively and 
have discovered that despite surly wait­
resses, average food and sub-par service, 
the customer is always expected to tip.

“I don’t always agree.”

r

J

What do you think about

TIPHUB ■ KSTMBMTS?

►A

ALEX VINCENT
. . . DTW Ramp Serviceman

“Everyone is aware that waitresses are 
paid with the assumption that the public 
will compensate by leaving a tip. I don’t 
believe in a tip being added to the bill 
since in many cases 10 or 15 per cent of 
the check doesn’t apply.

“I feel that the size of the tip depends 
on the service received and the class of the 
restaurant.”

PLANE TALK
. . . around the system

LANDING ON THE MOON DEPT. If 
the CAB ever gets all the route applica­
tions for the earth sorted out, it will likely 
be faced with a planeload of applications 
for schedules to the moon. In his spare 
time, Dennis Clarke, market analysis LAX, 
has readied some statistics showing FTL 
capabilities for moon travel. He shows 
that in 1965 Tiger planes flew 6,302,803 
miles and the total available tons on the 
system was 222,870. This, claims Clarke, 
works out to an average of 28 available 
tons per mile.

"We had enough available capacity last 
year to carry 28 tons to the moon and back 
13 times,” he said.

No other airline has made this boast.
★ ★ ★

I know a fellow who refused to fly — 
he has a terrible fear of movies.

★ ★ ★
SALES PITCH. If the Cleveland sales 

staff sells airfreight with the fiery en­
thusiasm that Customer Service Rep. Irene 
Clarke sells the staff, the brass has no 
cause for worry. Mrs. Clarke issued a mis­
sive which she introduced by saying; "Hi 
everyone! I think it’s about time CLE let 
you know that we are on the map and also 
a very important part of FTL. This sta­
tion has some excellent employees and I 
would like to introduce some of our out­
standing FTL family.”

She then wrote a descriptive paragraph 
about: Mel Licking, DSM; Ray Laprocino, 
terminal manager; Clay Yuncker, Harry 
Perebzak and Vaughn Carney of the sales 
staff; and John Long, Jack Pierson, Bill 
Acton and Jim Hurayt of operations.

In subsequent issues, profiles on these 
individuals will appear.

★ ★ ★
COLORAMA. Judy Mercier, (LAX gen­

eral sales) added a lavender Chevrolet to 
go with her ensemble which includes her 
blonde hair, her policeman husband’s blue 
uniform and her tangerine shoes.

★ ★ ★
ATLANTIC ITEM. When the Tigers 

are invited to the Middlesex County Traf­
fic Club meeting at a cozy little tourist 
stop on the Connecticut Coast they show 
strength of numbers. At the May meeting 
FTL was the only transportation company 
represented by three staffers; Hartford 
DSM Warren French; Don Roe, sales; and 
a soft-spoken public relations representa­
tive from LAX. Among the acquaintances 
made at this function was Bob Chappells, 
Hartford, of Chappelle’s Trucking, who 
purchased and still operates the original 
FTL office and cargo terminal which was 
set up 15 years ago at Brainard Field, 
Hartford. The structure is a converted 
Fruehauf trailer.

★ ★ ★
A fellow told me that his wife keeps her 
figure by eating everything that she 
wants. "Otherwise," he said, "how could 
she stay at 245 pounds?”

COMELY CARGO HANDLERS. Airfreight lines don't usually employ pretty girls as 
cargo handlers but the Flying Tiger Line made an exception of San Francisco Playboy Club 
Bunnies Karen and Diane for the loading and shipment of 300 copies of the current Play­
boy Magazine to the officers and men of Company B of the 173rd Airborne in Vietnam. 
The magazine carries pictures and copy of the Playgirl of the Year Jo Collins, who last Jan­
uary, personally delivered the first issue of a lifetime subscription to hospitalized members 
of Company B in Bien Hoa. It all got started when Second Lieutenant John Price of Com­
pany B ordered the subscription from Editor Publisher Hugh M. Hefner and wrote: “Loneli­
ness here is terrible and we long to see a real, living, breathing American girl." Assisting 
are Mike Gurley, SFO DSM, and Bill Campbell, Assistant DSM.

B
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By ERV BIELANSKI
“Thank you for the wonderful years of 

service . . . R. W. Prescott,’’ was the 
message written on a miniaturized airbill. 
It was appropriate since the airbill sym­
bolized Frank Smith’s near 20 year service 
with FTL.

June 3, 1966, the day of his retirement, 
was declared, "Frank Smith Day” and 
those that knew him, showed their respect 
and admiration, by wearing the little 
symbol pinned to their jackets and blouses.

To those who know Frank Smith, may 
come a feeling of nostalgia, a reminiscence 
of the old days, a time when the Tiger 
was really hungry. Back to the time 
when "pickins was poor,” and the stalk 
after the quarry was trekless. Frank join­
ed the hunt with the Tiger in ’47 at BUR. 
Since then, he stalked the prey through a 
thick jungle of adversity, with the pack, 
in a time of the temporary certificate, the 
merger crisis, the move to a new building 
in ’51. As one of its leaders, he sharpened 
his claws on setbacks and obstacles that 
beset The Hunt, until he aided in the “kill" 
of the permanent certificate, and moved to 
a new lair at LAXGO.

F. W. Smith, was a signature on hun­
dreds of cheques written in remittances 
due to vendors and servicers, in nearly 
twenty years, which eminated from FT's 
Revenue Accounting Department. Heading 
that department for many years, he leaves 
it with a short advice to the cubs.

"If something isn’t entirely clear to 
you,” Smith says, “ask.” He bestows this 
sage legacy to newcomers to the den by 
further stating that, “errors may be pre­
vented by exercising common sense.”

Smith, originally from Connecticut, 
where the family originated some gener­

ations before the Revolutionary War, ac­
cording to Frank, lived in Iowa, where he 
pursued a life from the farm into the 
widely diversified field of transportation. 
"Diversified” it was for the young Frank­
lin William Smith, for he served in its 
various forms, from advertising, motion 
pictures, oil, surface transportation to his 
present position before retiring. And in 
each, he performed in audits.

As a seasoned traffic personality, he 
joined FT in Material Control, before 
moving to Revenue. There, Frank initiated 
the present Kardex system for the Pacific 
uplift prior to the Korean War. This sys­
tem operates today, basically the same 
way in the controls of material for FT 
fleet support.

His name was more familiar than his 
face to the field station people. Over the 
years, Smith’s name was personified with 
“proof of delivery.” (FT’s ability to re­
spond to a delivery of shipment inquiry.) 
His name appeared daily in a cross-fire of 
questions and answers dealing with mat­
ters pertaining to the revenue airbill and 
its peculiarities. And so, Frank Smith, 
the name, imbedded itself into persons in 
the far-flung FT domestic system.

When they heard that Smith was to 
retire, the Field responded with a barrage 
of congratulations along with twx (tele­
type) wire. Although some of them have 
not met Frank, all joined in unanimous 
good cheer for the departing Tiger.

Frank Smith is the first employee to 
retire, having served FT as long as he had. 
It’s a precedent which indicates a reaching 
of maturity of all the Line’s early cubs 
and that FT, as an airfreight carrier, has 
shed the diapers of infancy, donning the 
“Ivy Leagues” of early manhood.

Later in the day, however, Mr. 0. R.
c

and its own instinct it soon embarked 
upon another holiday that changed the life 
of the Smiths . . . Mother’s day. As a 
reward, the cat left a litter for the Smiths.

“They come and go,” Frank smiled, “but 
they’re a part of us.”

On June 3rd’s afternoon, following the 
retirement commemoration, all of those 
who were gathered in the cafeteria, single­
filed by Frank Smith and offered their 
farewells ... in a handshake or a kiss, to 
the old timer.

Wherever you go, Frank . . . whether it’s 
Kenya or just plain home in Tujunga 
happy landings.

So long, Tiger!

OSSIE BURGHARDT AND FRANK SMITH 
. . . long service recognized

FBK 8iM ETIES

(Ozzie) Burghardt, officiated at a sur 
prise coffee-break, get-together, with ai Io 
of fancy trimmings. Another Tiger-ot-thi - 
trek, Burghardt, told a multitude gathered 
in the cafeteria, of Frank Smith s accom­
plishments. Praising Frank for his stead­
fastness and loyalty to the Line, he awar 
ed Smith, on behalf of the Company, the 
twenty year presentation.

What followed then, resembled a small 
TV give-away show. A money tree adorn­
ed with the goodies that make all things 
equal, fashioned the head table, upon 
which rested a plaque-trophy next to a 
cake, baked to honor Frank Smit as 
senior citizen of FTL.

Gladys, Frank’s wife was there to share 
in “his” day. Mr. “B”, the Master of 
Ceremonies, called upon Mrs. Smith to cu 
the cake. But it was in “the wake of tell­
ing the Mr. and Mrs. of the fact that they 
would spend a time in Europe, that be­
trayed Mrs. Smith’s emotions. Thanks to 
another Tiger, Pete Albert, a pass for the 
two was arranged.

Amid the glare of photographer’s flash­
bulbs, the ceremony offered a short talk, 
upon the insistence of the M.C. and the 
applause of the gathered group.

"Well,” Frank hesitated, "I’ve seen 
lot of changes.” He spoke in obvious awe 
of what had beset him that day, a day he 
probably didn't imagine could be "his.” 
He said, “and there have been many dif­
ferent faces.” He continued briefly of ex­
periences relating to company growth, all 
in the known Frank Smith fashion, one 
which is unique.

When he finished, a tumultuous ap­
plause followed. A recognized tone of ap­
preciation.

He now embarks upon an envious life 
of ease, away from airbills and twxs, away 
from stigma of labor. But he confided 
earlier that this may not be entirely true.

"We sometimes let things slip by. The 
house needs a bit of repair and painting,” 
Frank said. In that conversation, he mixed 
desires between home and travel. In travel, 
the Midwest, Hawaii and Kenya, Africa 
were mentioned. The latter will be a base 
for his son-in-law, who will conduct lan­
guage research for a southern California 
University.

A lover of small animals, Frank related 
this incident.

“It came to us on Christmas Day.” He 
referred to a hungry kitten at his door. 
In typical Frank Smith fashion, he ended 
the story with a query, “well, how could 
you turn anything away on Christmas 
Day?”

The kitten was not mindful of the holi­
day as Frank was, since with maturity
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John Dewey of Flying Tigers shot a low 
gross 75 and Airport Commissioner Melvin 
J. Erickson fired a 79 to share top honors 
in the second annual Department of Air­
ports Golf Tournament May 21 at Rio 
Hondo Country Club.

Dewey won the airline guest flight tro­
phy, while Erickson captured the Depart­
ment’s low gross trophy for the second 
straight year.

A total of 44 golfers competed in the 
tournament, including airline guests from 
American, United, Flying Tigers, Pacific 
Southwest, and Delta.

Kellam Prickett, president of the Asso­
ciation of Airport Employees, was on hand 
to make trophy presentations.

Other winners under the callaway sys­
tem of scoring:

Flight A trophy — George McSherry. 
Runnerups — John Dickinson, Bob Shadle.

Flight B trophy — Woody Clendening. 
Runnerups — Hal Hearn, Frank Duplanty.

Flight C trophy — Ken Blessing. Run­
nerups — Harry Collins, Joe Clair.

Airline Trophy — John Dewey, Flying 
Tigers. Runnerup, Al Butler, FAA. Guest, 
low net — Frank Small, City Hall.

Co-chairmen of the tournament were 
Terry Travis, Tom Towers and Al Gold­
farb. with an assist from Ethel Pattison.

JOHN DEWEY 
. . adds to collection

SHELLEY GREEN
. . . convalescing

Multiple injuries suffered in a two-car 
collision at a neighborhood intersection 
April 23 put Shelley Green in the Encino 
Hospital for six weeks and will keep her 
from her desk at least two months.

Mrs. Green, who has been executive 
secretary to Fred Benninger since the 
early days of the Tigers, wound up with a 
broken knee and multiple bruises after a 
wild ride when she tried to avoid being 
hit by an oncoming car.

Katherine Smith, (exec-sec Pete Albert), 
remains in close touch with Mrs. Green 
and reports that she is convalescing not 
so comfortably at home, and maneuvering 
with the aid of a cane.

JOE GARRETT
. . . airfreight specialist

In the early 1950’s he worked with a 
company that had a contract to load both 
FTL and Slick equipment flying out of 
Bradley Field.

When the company dissolved, Garrett 
joined the Tigers and has been with the 
company ever since.

Garrett’s expertise does not end with 
cargo handling. He is a fully accredited 
pilot and has a half interest in a small 
plane. His knowledge of aircraft is valu­
able to crews in pre-flight checks.

Garrett said he has been interested in 
aviation all his life.

“I can remember when I was a little 
boy" he said. “I spent all my spare time 
building model airplanes.”

During the war he served with the 7th 
Fleet in the Southwest Pacific. He was 
assigned to the famous PBY Black Cat 
flying boat squadron.

“I worked hard at trying to talk my way 
into flight training,” he said “But I didn’t 
make it.”

Garrett finally obtained his flying 
license after the war under the GI Bill.

Reminiscing about the early days of the 
Tigers Garrett recalled the original facil­
ity at Brainard Field.

"It was a converted Fruehauf Trailer, 
with two loading doors cut on the ramp 
side and a front door facing the driveway 
which was the customer entrance.

“There was no way to get a forklift in­
side the trailer, and we had to skirt a mud­
hole to get from the loading doors to the 
aircraft with the freight,” Garrett said.

He also said the forklifts sat outside 
during the winter and it was a mammoth 
job to keep them thawed out and in work­
ing order.

Garrett now works out of the new FTL 
facility at the Bradley Field air cargo 
terminal.

He resides in Hartford with his wife 
and six children.

The phone rings in the operations office 
at Hartford.

“This is Chicago calling,” says a voice 
at the other end.

“Can you get me Joe Garrett? . . . we’ve 
got a problem.”

A few minutes later, a quiet spoken man 
with authority in his voice is giving de­
tailed instructions on the loading of an 
awkward piece of freight to his questioner.

This exchange has taken place, not once, 
but several times.

And Joe Garrett is quick to oblige.
In the air cargo handling field he is 

regarded as an expert.
“So much so,” says 

veteran aviation editor for the Hartford 
Times, “his reputation is becoming a leg­
end around Bradley Field, Conn., the air­
port that serves Springfield and Hartford.

Huebner said Lufthansa recently re­
tained Garrett to handle loading of a 
planeload of intricate display material con­
signed from Hartford to an industrial 
trade show in Germany.

Garrett’s experience with the Flying 
Tiger Line spans more than 15 years.
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